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’ * * [ *

Back NUMBERS URGENTLY WANTED.—If any of our readers or our Agents
happen to have copies of January and February 1915 they can spare, we will
pay full price and postage for them it they are clean. Also February and May
numbers of 1914 ; January and Aprilof 1913 ; and April and December of 1912,
Send them addressed, F. Walker, 16 King Square, Bristol.

* * * *

AGENTS WANTED.—Is your district without any brother representing us
for the sale of our literature? If so, this should not be. Arrangements have
been made that the ecclesial librarian, or failing that, any energetic brother
may hold a stock of our literature without any expenditure of money, and
will be able to supply at net prices to buyers—thus saving the postage., Write
for our circular describing this matter. New Agents:—

CANADA.—Bro. Donald A. Dury, 136 Northumberland St., Brantford, Ont.

SHERBORNE, DORSET.—Bro. A. S. D. Richards, 82 Greenhill.

(Continued on page 3 of Cover).
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| First Century Preachers.
Their Methceds and their Message, and the Conditions
they Faced. :

INTRODUCTORY LETTER.

My Dear BroTtuErR,—The object of our existence as ecclesias is
twofold: 1st—For edification ; 2nd—for proclamation. First,
for building up the saints of God in the one faith; Second, for
announcing the wonderful words of life to our friends and
neighbours; and of the two the first is the more important. No
higher task awaits any brother in this life than to be called upon
to address the people of God in the word of exhortation.

The assembly of the saints of God is the most important - meeting
in existence, but while we experience the goodness and mercy of
God, the duty rests upon us as a community of inviting others
to “taste and see how gracious the Lord is.”  The further duty
rests upon us of seeing that that word is proclaimed faithfully,
powerfully, and effectively, and all to the glory of God, by
encouraging brethren of the right type as speakers.

The place of our speaking brethren in relation to the ecclesia
will be apparent by a simple process of reasoning. We cannot
all make the necessary arrangements ,for ecclesial life, so we
appoint brethren to do it for us—arranging brethren as we term

N
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them. They cannot all do the writing which the work entails,
so a recording brother is appointed. (The work he does is not his
alone; it is our work—it is God’s work.) Ner can they all take
«care of the freewill offerings of the brethren and sisters, so that it
is necessary to appoint a finance brother. (The money he
treasures is not his alone. It is our money—it is God’s money).
And so confusion (and worse) would follow were all the brethren
to try and enlighten the friends who come to our meetings to
hear the good news of the Kingdom. We therefore call upon a
brother to speak in the name of the ecclesia. He is a repre-
sentative man.

The platform of the Truth is not the possession of the speaker.
He has no right to it as an individual. He is called by the
-ecclesia to speak on its behalf, and for the time being, as he

-addresses the audience before him, the ecclesia speaks through him.

This thought is helpful as indicating to the brother elected for
'speaking that he is called upon to declare the things of our

-common faith—the things of the Kingdom of God and the name

-of Jesus Christ,
He does not occupy the platform for the exposition of his own
views merely, nor to make known his doubts; he is there to

-declare the certainties of God’s wonderful message to fallen man

—in a word, he is called to * Preach the Truth.”
His must be a holy and devout life, and one of prayerful study
-of the Word of God, that he may be a workman that needeth not

‘to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

The presentation of the Truth must be, therefore, such a
faithful reproduction of the mind of God, in harmony with our

basis of faith, that every brother and sister can say “ Amen ” to

it—*“that is just how I see it.”

We write particularly with young brethren in view, who may
be called upon by and by to expound the wonderful words of life
and hope. We all have in mind some brother or brethren.who
fulfil our ideal as to what constitutes an able speaker from the
Truth’s standpoint. We think of them in the privacy of our
study after we have heard them speak. How well that point was
brought out! How conclusive his argument! How powerfully
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-the Word was applied! How heart-searching the appeal! And
we resolve if ever we are called upon to fill this same sacred
-office, we will proceed upon some such lines, not imitating
-slavishly, but applying the lessons learned from their presentation
-of the Trath. :

It has been suggested that a series of articles on First Century
Preachers would be helpful to us as we are called upon to assist
in the proclamation of the Truth.  The Editor has invited me to
undertake such a series of articles. I gladly respond. We shall

think of—
Peter on the day of Pentecost ;

Philip in Samaria;
Paul at Antioch;
Paul at Athens.

We shall study carefully the conditions which faced them and
‘how they delivered their message. Surely they were great men
for God! Noble apostles of Jesus Christ! Fearless!! Power-
ful!l! Effective!!!! And the Truth allowed its full place in
our lives will make #s dutiful and unselfish servants of God and
of Jesus Christ.

The Acts of the Apostles afford many lessons for the guidance
of ecclesial life. Let us make the study as affecting the preaching
of the Truth.

Faithfully your brother in the fellowship of service,
WiLLiaMm JacksoN, Southsea.

Russia, Constantinople, and the
Straits.

In January 1915 a cartoon appeared in the Mutual Magazine
indicating the Russian Bear crossing from Constantinople to Asia
Minor. That Russia should possess Constantinople prior to the
final aggression of the people of the sanctuary (Dan. viii. 13)
appeared a reasonable inference from several prophecies which
brethren have freely commented upon. The identification of
Russia as the Gog of Fzekiel xxxviii. and xxxix. (of which
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splendid evidence has recently been placed before the brethren):
at once suggests the possibility of that power possessing the
coveted price of the East. Why? Take a map and you will see
that it is the liey to the whole Eastern Question as far as Russia:
isconcerned. She will then be in a position, to enter into the land
of the people brought back from captivity in accordance with the
provisions of Ezekiel xxxviii. For the past two centuries Russia
has ardently desired possession of the Straits, but they have
repeatedly eluded her grasp. As observed in the December 1914
issue (which is well worth repeating here). ‘ Every Russian wants
to free Constantinople from the Turk. Some want this because
Russia needs an outlet into the Mediterranean, and cannot any.
longer submit to the Dardanelles being treated as private property.
Some see that the chief development of Russia's natural wealth
must be in the south, and believe that destiny is driving her
toward the Golden Horn. Most want it because they have been:
taught that Christ is dishonoured by the 'worship of Islam in the
Cathedral of St. Sophia.”

If the chief development of Russia’s natural wealth is to be in:
the “ South,” then we see a very good reason for Gog “ thinking
an evil thought,” and going “to the land of unwalled villages to
take a spoil”” Hitherto, however, it was not destined that the
Autocrat of the Russians should possess the Golden Horn, hecause
Turkish desolations of the land had not yet been fulfilled, and
therefore no power could be in an ascendant position over
Palestine, but the ove whose religion was represented by the
Mosque of Omar, or the Temple of the God setting up the
abomination that maketh desolate (Dan. viii. 13-14; x. 31; xii. 11).
The “ times,” however, of the Ottoman Moslems have almost run
to a close (of which the present writer proposes to say something
very shortly, D.V.), and consequently the sixth vial poured upon
the River Euphrates has almost completed its course of evaporation.

In such circumstances as these it is fitting that we should now
see strong prospects of the materializing of Russian dreams around
the Dardanelles ; and the following extract will indicate how
swiftly and surely great changes in the Near Eastern world are
progressing towards realization :—

If WA
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“The Nations’ ‘Peace’ after Turkey
has vacated Constantinople.”

Drawn by W. F. T, Salt, Nottingham, January, 1917.

1 TheNations cried :
“PEACE AND SAFETY" \

MY PEOPLE
DWELLING SAFELY
' \c" AND PROSPERQUSLY .
BUT— ezex3s-8-12. | ;

RINGS APPEAR
FROM-A'SUNS RISING

Read Fzek. xxxviii. to see the condition of Hurope and Palestine at the time
of the Second Appearing of the Lord Jesus Christ.
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‘“The whirligig of Time has brought about a change which-
thirty years ago would have seemed inconceivable. We refer to:
the declaration by M. Trepoff, the new Prime Minister of Russia,
announcing from the tribune the agreement concluded between
Russia, France, and Great Britain, and to which Italy subsequently
adhered, definitely establishing the right of Russia to the-
possession of Constantinople and the Straits. ¢The Russian
people,’ said M. Trepoff, ‘should know for what they are shedding
their blood.” And he went on to demonstrate the absolute
agreement among the Allies on this point. Although the existence
of the agreement was generally known, this is the first time in
which it has been referred to in definitive and authoritative fashion.
So far back as May last Mr. Asquith told the members of the
Duma who were then visiting England that complete agreement
had been established between Great Britain and Russia in regard.
to Eastern affairs. This general notification has now been more
specifically explained, and the more widely it is made known
throughout the world the better. It gives as much satisfaction
in London as it does in Petrograd. It marks the entire change of
European policy which has come about, and as Mr. Asquith
intimated, it ‘heralds the dawn of a new day in world politics
and world diplomacy.” In a sense it distinguishes the rival
connections between FEurope and the East which in themselves
mark all the difference between aggrandisement and conquest on
the one hand and peaceful progress and agreement on the other.
We all know the German ambition for an empire extending from
Berlin to Bagdad, and we place in opposition to that a pacific
influence running from London through the coming Channel
Tunnel to Constantinopie, and across the Bosphorus to Bagdad
and Bombay. The agreement between Great Britain and Russia.
will accomplish what a state of rivalry and suspicion between the:
two States—itself chiefly the perfidious work of Germany—could
never have secured. Referring again to Mr. Asquith’s speech to
the Duma members, we recall his joy that the old days of mis-
understanding were happily over. < Whether it be in Turkey or
in Persia, or whether British and Russian interests come into.
contact with one another, we have arrived at a common policy-
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which we are both determined loyally and in concert to pursue.
Since Turkey has become the vassal of Germany, and probably a
long time before that, her Government has interposed a dangerous.
obstacle upon our communications with our Eastern possessions.
Russia, on the other hand, has vital need of a means of egress on
the south, without which, indeed, her victory in the war would be
practically useless. But in firm reliance on the word of the Allies
she has done, and will continue to do, her utmost in the common
cause. Her loyalty is proved by the special help which she is
affording Roumania in this hour ot the little kingdom’s distress,
and it is specially interesting to note M. Trepoff’s promise that
when Russia has obtained sovereign possession of a tree passage
into the Mediterranean she will grant freedom of navigation for
the Roumanian flag, ¢ which now, not for the first time, floats in
battle side by side with that of Russia.” So all promises well.
Sonie pessimists may, altering the war song which is now almost
forgotten, declare that ““it's a long way to Constantinople.” It
may be a long way, but the Allies will be there at last. There can
be no thought of peace while a single Austrian or German soldier
remains in the Balkan countries. Despite the great loses of Russia,
her resources are so vast that it may almost be said that she is’
now only beginning the war. The effort she is making is not
thatof the Government only, butof the entire nation.”—MNottingham
Guardian, December sth, 1916.

The Daily Mail, December 28th, 1916 also brings into prominent
notice Russia’s only terms of peace :— '

“The Czar has issued an Order to his Army and Navy pouring
scorn on the German peace overtures and promising his brave
troops that there will be no peace until the moment arrives for
Russia and her Allies to dictate peace.

“ Russia’s terms, he says, are the reunion of Russian, German,
and Austrian Poland and the acquisition of Constantinople and
the Dardanelles.

“‘“Who. dares to think,” asks his Majesty, ¢ that he who brought
about the war shall have it in his power to conclude it any time
he likes? Germany is feeling that the hour of her complete
defeat and the hour of retribution is near.” ”
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Until Russia has cleared the Turk out of Furope and entered
into the vacated territory there cannot be any hope of a temporary
peace being concluded with the Central Empires.

W. F. T. Sarr.
(70 be Continued).

The Munition Question, and work of
National Importance. -

No. 1—The Munition Question.

This question, which has caused so much anxiety to the
household, is beset with many difficulties which render a solution
as to the correct attitude the Saints should adopt in regard
thereto, very problematic. We are all familiar with the sufferings
and hardships many are undergoing as a result ot govermental
action with eligible brethren, which make it manifest that the
matter must be handled with extreme delicacy and clear judgment.

As a body, we have, in the mercy of our God, been granted exemp-
tion from Military Service for which we are so extremely thankful.
that words fail us to adequately express our feelings in the matter.
We have been given this exemption because we are united in the
full conviction that the Father through His beloved Son and the
Apostles forbids His children to engage in the militarism of the
Gentiles. We are fully aware that the Scripture saith, “* Resist
not evil.” ‘‘Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you.” * Live peaceably with all men.”
“ Avenge not yourselves—for vengeance is the Lord’s.” ‘“He that
killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword (here is the
patience and faith of the Saints)” Rev. xiii. 10. “ For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood.” ‘“We do not war after the flesh:
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,” etc., etc.

And so we have become grounded and settled on this principle
of the Truth. Perhaps the terrible results of the Great War—the
indescribable horrors and distress of the peoples in the War zones—
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have caused us toappreciate more than ever before the glory which
‘would otherwise have been achieved by man forgiving his neigh-
bour; of manifesting patience one toward another; of exhibiting
love and good works; and tbat none let the sun go down upon
their wrath. If these lessons had been taughtand practiced univer-
sally, what a different world it would be ; and, ot course, all these
troubles would havebeenaverted, Butnevertheless,weknowaccord-
ing to the sure word of prophecy, that thus and thus it must be; and
that it is only by these terrible things that men learn. And w/oisit
that will abide the day of the coming of the glorious Son of God?
‘With these thoughts in mind, let us be careful how we approach
the question under consideration. It may be that we have sinned
herein, and that it will be necessary to cleanse ourselves, and ask
mercies and forgiveness from the God of heaven. We must not
despair, but face the ordeal bravely; not valiant after the flesh,
butof confidence in the Spirit; for we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous, If it is through sheer weak-
ness of the flesh, or for want of better information that we have
let our footsteps slide, then God, for Christ’s sake, will forgive us
and supply all our needs in temporal things. if we turn from the
evil and ask with a proper state of mind. First then,
THE MUNITION QUESTION.

The brethren, called to be saints (sanctified by the Truth, and
set apart from the world for the Master’s use) have had this matter
under careful consideration for a long time. Some are not only
convinced, but also ACT in accordance with their convictions that
they cannot take part in Munition Work; whilst others are
actually engaged in that occupation. Wellnow itis witha humble
endeavour to remedy this unequal state of affairs in the brother-
hood that I have undertaken to open this question for the
consideration and comments of the Father’s beloved children.
My desire is not to condemn (for we are all conscious of weaknesses;
some one way, some another) but rather to enlighten to the best
of the ability the Father has given what is that good, and perfect,
and acceptable will ot the Deity in this matter. o If any dear
brother bas not quite grasped the exalted and sanctified spirit of
the Truth, and the consequent purity which is demanded of us in
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our walk, conversations and actions ; then with every compassiom
and holy desire, I ‘wish to talk with that brother or sister and
reason together in regard to the law and the testimony and our
plain duty in this matter.

Suppose then, dear brother, you are engaged at work in a
munition factory. Well now we know that all the products of
such a business are employed for purposes of war. We know that
a munition factory can only be regarded as part of the huge
military machine which is waging war on such an appalling scale,
and causing devastation and misery everywhere. Have we not
read that the spirit calls for the destruction of those who destroy
God’s beautiful earth which takes place during the time of the
Seventh Seal (Rev. xi. 15-18), a period with which we are con-
temporary ? Are not “shells” not only destroying human life,
but smashing up the face of the earth and destroying everything
before them? Do we suppose that those men who release those
shells on their blighting mission are sinners in this matter more
than those who make these instruments of destruction? Now
then, let us be frank in this matter. Surely we can only conclude.
that both are transgressors.

We know that we are living in the last days of Gentile times:
and that there is great distress among the nations (Luke xxi. 24-27).
This terrible distress is aggravated by the visitation of Aircraft
hurling death and destruction upon otherwise peaceful citizens,
and the horrible slaughter of women and children has touched
our hearts; and we have been appalled at the merciless and
inhuman practices of modern warfare. Now suppose there were
brethren in Germany assisting to make these diabolical bombs ;
should we not consider them quite unworthy of the precious name
of Christ,in which name we had vowed to separate ourselves from
the evil works of the darkness of this age, and walk in newness
of life? Should we not conclude that they had forsaken their
new birthright in Christ for a morsel of filthy lucre? And not
only so, but they had polluted the altar bearing the sacred name
of him who had washed us in his own blood, and had redeemed
us from this present evil world ; who said, “ Be not of the world,
even as I am not of the world"”? If this be the logic of the
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position presented, then let us remember that the work in munition
factories here in England is involved in such complications that
one cannot possibly engage in that work and be innocent even of
co-operating in the destruction of the earth, including the annihila-
tion of the defenseless women and children.

Prosecuting our enquiry further: if we are grounded and settled
as already observed in regard to our attitude relative to warfare,
then it is only reasonable and consistent to conclude that we must
do the same with reference to munition work, since in principle,
the latter is the same as the former, and the arguments which
apply to military operation, musé, from the very logic of the
position, apply with equal force to munition work. Munitions
have proved to be absolutely indispensable in the present war,
so much so, that the Great War has resolved itself into a gigantic
test of each belligérent’s ability to produce shells and bombs on
the vastest scale in order to gain the mastery; for, humanly
speaking, success will apparently go to the side maintaining a
preponderance in shells and artillery. Now, dear brother, to put
this matter more pointedly,one cannot get away from the conclusion
that modern battles are fought as much by muunition workers as
by those in the rank and file. Just take the views as expressed
in the following extracts :—

“Mr. W. A. Appleton, the General Secretary of the General
Federation of Trade Unions, has sent the tollowing message to
Sir Douglas Haig :(—

¢ Management Committee of the General Federation of Trade
Unions, representing over a million British workers, sends sincere
congratulations to you, to your staff, and to your heroic
soldiers on successes achieved since July 1. Also wishes speedy
recovery to wounded, and expresses deepest sympathy with
relatives of those who died in defence of honour and civilization.

«8ir Douglas Haig replied :

“ Your inspiring message has appealed to us all. On behalf of
my staff, the Army in France, and myself, I beg to express to the
members of the General Federation of Trade Unions our warmest
thanks for their kindness in congratulating the British Army in
France on its success. All ranks realise Aow much this success is
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due to the patriotism, self-denial, and whole-hearted co-operation
of their brother workmen at home.”—Daily Mail, July 29th, 1916.

“BATTLE oF THE SOMME : The German official report states
that the British bombardment between the Ancre and the Somme
‘has increased to the greatest intensity,” a phrase which will stir
our munition workers to yet more eager efforts in the national
cause. Their work is bearing fruit. Thus the enemy was literally
blasted out ot Delville Wood by three bursts of shell-firing, and
our troops’ loss was light owing to the efficiency of the artillery
preparation.”—Daily Mail, July 31st, 1916.

The inconsistency of the Christadelphian position in respect to
munition work, has, to our shame, been freely commented upon
by members of tribunals. Who is there among us that has not
felt the alien has handled the sword of justice in this matter to
our great peril; but up to the present the Father, in love for His
children has withheld the adversary from using it? Should we
not then be instructed by these things, and take council together
lest a greater evil befall us, * For he is the minister of God to thee
for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid: for he
beareth not the sword in vain! for he is the minister of God, a
revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil” (Rom:. xiii. 4).

We must open our eyes wide and grasp both the facts and the
logic of the situation. If we have not realized the seriousness of
the position before, let us lose no time in formulating definite
deductions and ACTING upon them. In fact, let us do it now
and settle this matter for all time. Procrastination is a bad
policy. Duty must be done, and at once.

The sum total of our cbservations may be briefly stated
as follows :—

1.~—That we are united in the conviction that we cannot
participate in Military operations.

2.—That we cannot participate in Munition Work because “in
principle ” this is identical with military operation.

3.—That in modern warfare a munitioner occupies as warlike
and definite a “ military ”’ position as the “ rank and file.”

4—That a munitioner is a military servant of the state and
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performs work which is the reverse of the peaceful and revengeless
conduct enjoined upon believers in the Truth.

5.—That munition work cannot be performed by any brother
who wishes his “ conscience to be void of offence ;”’ because he
assists the alien with the best of his strength, to execute his own
vengeance upon his adversary, whereas the Lord hath said,
* vengeance is mine”! and commands us to “Love our enemies.”

6.—That the position of a Christadelphian engaged upon work
'in a munition factory (any work therein is a direct aid to the
production of munitions) is untenable with the teaching of Jesus
Christ and the Apostles.

7.—That the tolerating attitude of the brotherhood upon this
matter is not the correct teaching of the Master and his disciples.

8.—That it is our duty to take action without delay in pursuance
of truth and righteousness, lest our tolerance of this evil bring
condemnation upon our own heads.

Having thus brought this question to a focus, do not be over-
grieved dear brother, but approach the Father in prayer, for His
mercies are great towards those who seek Him aright, and He will
not fail to deliver you from the evil. Take, therefore, immediate
steps to extricate yourself from assisting to manufacture those
terrible instruments of the darkness of this age which man is
employing not only for the destruction of the human species, but
also for destroying the physical features of God’s beautiful earth.

W. F. T. Sarr.
(70 be Continued).

Nature’s Witness to God the Creator.

No. 4.—Mimicry.

(Continued from page 375, Volume V.).

One of the greatest of principles in Nature is that the weak are
the prey of the strong. Much has been made of this fact by the
Darwinian school of thought; it has been magnified into a struggle
for existence which produces variations and species which are
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best fitted to survive in the hard and trying events of existence.
Now it cannot be denied for a moment that there is a very keen
struggle for existence going on in the animal world, and also in
the plant world; this struggle must perforce weed out those
individuals which are weak; the weak are bound to fall before
the strong. As time has progressed and in the great creative
times God has created fresh forms of life, those forms have been
50 made as to ultimately gain the upper hand of the old forms of
life which had been created in the past. Illustrations of this are
not far to seek, as we have only to turn to the geological record
to see at once a thousand different forms of life, now extinct.
Whilst many of these may have been destroyed suddenly, I cannot
help thinking it more in harmony with the working of creation
to assume that they gradually became extinct, in obedience to
the principle of the survival of the fittest. The fresh creations
were superior to the old, or were at least the better able to survive
in the altered conditions of the earth, and so the old died out and
the new took their place.

Such has been the progression of life all through the geologic
ages: one form has been created to supplant the other and so the
newest form was reached in man; and he has supplanted many
animals, and is still subduing the earth, although in a rather sorry
manner | am afraid. It is only in accordance with the facts of
geology to make the above observations; and surely it is only
too clear that the strong always survive the weak. But in the
cases to which we are referring it was not the weak only that
went to the wall, for many of the ancient forms of life were
tremendously strong, as for instance the Mammoth and the
Icthyosaurus, but the unfitted to survive. It must be remembered
that as time has progressed the conditions of the earth have been
-entirely altered; this alteration has made it imperative that the
forms of life should also alter. This alteration has been effected
by the creation of new forms and the extinction by natural means
of the old forms. We can thus see that the facts that Darwin
had at his command have been used to wrong purpose; instead
of proving a gradual transmutation of species to suit the altered
conditions and accounting for the progression of the forms of life,
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they indicate the wisdom of the Creator in causing fresh creatures:
to come into existence to clear out of the way by means of their.
superior fitness and adaptability to the conditions, the old forms
of life. In this there is no gradual changing of form into form,
but creation of form upon form ; the survival is accomplished by
the ordinary means of the survival of the fittest. ,

In this great struggle which results upon the creation of fresh-
forms of life, one of the greatest of the means of a correct balance;
being preserved among animals in particular, is that of the
protection of the weak. Were it not for the fact that the small
and weak forms of life are provided with the proper means of
defence, the whole creation would soon become one vast scene of
confusion ; there would very soon be no weak left to engage in
any struggle for existence, and as a consequence no food for the
«carnivores, and ultimately no life at all on the globe. So we find
this principle of protection in all nature. It accounts for the
ppersistence throughout all ages of certain forms of life, and the
existence of small and weak forms of life at the present time. It
has prevented the fresh creations from destroying all the previous
creations at once, and has always been the ruling principle of
balance. Even in the fresh creation God has made weak and
strong animals, in each case providing the weak with means
-of defence.

It is now my purpose to illustrate the above remarks, which I
have thought necessary in order to disarm anyone who may be
inclined to think the titles of my articles rather Darwinian, by
means of concrete examples of protection, and as that of Mimicry
is such a marvellousinstance I have made a separate article of it,
.and shall treat of other modes of defence in the next paper.

" Mimicry is the copying or imitating of others ; animals do this
unconsciously by means of their shape and colour; they mimic
other animals. The reason for this imitating is that the animals
that do the mimicking are perhaps very poorly provided with
defensive armour and must.copy in appearance .those that have
that armour so that their enemies mistake them for the creatures
that have the 'danger'dus qualities. The following are instances.
There are very many kinds of poisonous snakes that are coloured
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in a rather startling manner, contrasted markings making the:
animal very conspicuous and to be avoided by others; the
colouration is one of warning. Such a snake is the Coral Snake-
of tropical South America. Beautiful and brilliant shades of
scarlet and red and black are the colours, a most gorgeous com--
bination. Another snake, the Scarlet Snake of the same regions,
is a very harmless one possessing no dangerous qualities at all,.
but it is coloured very similarly to the Coral Snake, and as a
consequence obtains immunity from the attack of its enemies
because they mistake it for the dangerous species and one to be
avoided. The Drongo of india is a very aggressive bird and much
held in fear by others; a species of Cuckoo closely resembles in
its plumage and colouration this bird, and thus the harmless
Cuckoo obtains the protection that the Drongo naturally has.
Many of the wasps and bees are mimicked by harmless flies.
Wasps have a dangerous instrument in the form of their sting,
and thus escape molestation; they are identified by their would-
be tormentors by means of the contrasted colouring of yellow and’
black. Now there is a very harmless little moth known as the:
hornet clear wing which remarkably resembles a wasp or a hornet;
the result of this is the same immunity from attack as in the
above cases. A fly known as the Drone Fly looks exactly like a
bee in build and in colour, yet it is only a harmless member of
the Diptera or two winged flies.

Another species of Diptera closely resembles the Humble Bee.
This resemblance not only affords protection, but at times enables
the creatures to assume the offensive under the guise of the more
formidably armed prototypés. There are many kinds of butterflies
that are distasteful to insect-eating creatures, and they are
coloured with the marks of warning. This is a case where the
insect is protected itself by means of its own colouration and
taste, the colouration being protective and not offensive as in the
case of many of the snakes and birds. Even in this defensive
colouration the insects arée mimicked by other butterflies who are-
not so fortunately provided with the distasteful qualities. Many-
Danaids are copied by Nymphalids, species of butterflies. A
striking fact in connection with these insects is that it is only the:
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female that is so protectively coloured, the males being sufficiently
- swift of flight to escape the pursuing enemy. Many caterpillars.
are also very distasteful to birds that feed upon insects, and a
case in point is that of the Magpie Moth Caterpillar. Who has.
not seen this common caterpillar feeding upon our currant bushes,
or upon our evergreens? It is of a yellowish colour and striped:

startlingly with black stripes ; the chrysalis is similarly coloured,.
and when the moth emerges it is coloured white with yellow and’
black marking ; all through its brief life the birds leave it well’
alone, knowing full well its bad qualities. There are to be found
other caterpillars that mimic the Magpie in its colouration.
The same remarks apply to the Cinnabar Moth. There are many
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other examples that could have been mentioned. There are Leaf’
insects that resemble leaves; caterpillars that resemble twigs;
butterflies that resemble dried leaves ; and stick insects that copy
sticks; all of these have been included in lists of animals that
mimic, but to my mind they should be included under the heading
-of protective colouration, as they resemble inanimate objects and
in that way escape detection, and in no way do they mimic
living creatures, to which last method of protection is rightly
applied the title of mimicry.

Our next paper will deal with some of these protective
resemblances, along with some other modes of protection, equally
striking and wonderful. Surely in all these facts we can discern
the Creator’s work. The creatures themselves are quite oblivious
-of their colouring and have no control over it at all ; the control,
then, must come from outside, and as there is manifest intelligence
in the whole process, that outside agency must be a controlling
intelligence, in a word—GOD. :
W. LeEsLiE WILLE.
(To be Continued).

The Epistle to the Hebrews :

An Exposition.

(Continued from page 361, Volume V.). -

CHAPTER XI. / Continued).

Another “ worthy ” we cannot pass by entirely is Abraham,

Paul supplies an interesting side-light upon the Old Testament
vecord of this man of faith. He tells us that throughout his
wanderings, and in that unsettled and insecure state of things in,
which he tabernacled, he ““ looked for a city which had foundation
whose builder and maker is God.” .

He lived the life of 2 nomad, sometimes s,ojourn“in_g in the very,
land God had promised to give him, as a stranger and. pilgrim..
He “died in faith not having received the promises but having
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seen them afar off (in point of time), was persuaded of them and
-embraced them, confessing that they were strangers and pilgrims
-on the earth ” (verse 13).

This contession of Abraham’s, is placed on record in Gen. xxiii.
Sarah, his faithiul wife bad gone the * way of all flesh.” Her .
-death took place at Hebron (then known as Kirjath-arba) and it
was necessary for Abraham to purchase a portion of land (the very
‘land that God had promised him) to bury his dead. He approached
the sons of Heth for this pufpose and as he stands before them
‘he makes the confession, “I am a stranger and a sojourner
with vou.”

Isaac and Jacob ¢ the heirs with him of the same promise”’
(verse 9) made the same confession. Isaac describing the same
land speaks of it as *‘ the land wherein ZZox art a stranger, which
‘God gave unto Abraham ” (Gen. xxviii. 4).

-Paul says, ““ They that say such things declare plainly that they
seek a country” (verse 11). Not such a country as that from -
whence thev had come out, for they could have returned to that
‘had they so desired. They sought a “ country of their own”
(R.V.) a “native country” a * fatherland.” That is what the
‘Greek word here used signifies. It is the word Palris the
-equivalent to the Latin Pafria. The word is used in the Septuagint
Version as the equivalent to the phrase occurring in Jer. xlvi. 16,
“‘the land of their nativity,” and in the New Testament it is
fréquently rendered ‘“own country.” Its connection with our
sword “ patriot ” will be apparent. 7

But it was not the country of their Zuman progenitors upon
‘which their hopes and affections were set; not that country from
{which they had conig: out; not Ur of the Chaldees; for as Paul
-vsaliys, “Truly if they had been mindful of that country from whence
tl;ey came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned,
‘but now they desire a better country,thatis an heavenly” (verse 16). .
"The “ Fatherland ” they sought was God’s Land, the land to which
‘they were heirs, the land that had been promised to them, but
under different conditions than that in which they sojourned.
They sought a “heavenly” country, under a “héavenly” con-
stitution, whose centre would be a divinely appointed city, for;
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they “looked for a city which had foundations whose builder and
maker is God” (verse 10). The Revised Version supplies the
word ¢ Architect” in the marg. as the alternative for * builder.”

Dr. Adam Clarke says, * The word rendered ‘ builder’ signifies
an Architect, one who plans, calculates, and constructs a building.
The word rendered ‘maker’ signifies the governor of a people, one
who jorms them by institutions and laws, the framer of a political”
constitution.” .

To those instructed in the “first principles” of the Truth—
“ the things concerning the Kingdom of God.”—the subject:
matter of Abraham’s faith and hope is very clear. He looked for
the possession of that land, in which he was then a stranger: but
not until Christ, the “seed ” to whom the promise was first made -
(compare Gen. xii. 7 with Gal. iii. 16-19) should come. He -died
(as God had shown him he should, Gen. xv. 15) *“ without having-
received the promise,” but he died 77z fai¢k believing that he would
be raised again, and made immortal, to possess the land ¢ for -
ever’ (Gen. xiii. 15). This would be in conjunction with his:
“seed,” the Christ, when, the Kingdom of God, having been
established in that land, his seed would ‘‘ possess the gate of his
enemies ” (Gen. xxii. 17) and it would become a ‘“heavenly -
country,” a secure and delightful “abiding place.”

This was the *“fatherland ” for which Abraham looked, the land’
he was to inherit from his Heavenly Father, made sure to him by
covenant. That land was afterwards called by God * my land "~
(Ezek. xxxviii. 16). When Israel occupied it as conditional
tenants under the law (see Gal. iii. 17-19) they were told by God
that the land could not be sold in perpetuity “ for ” said God,
“the land is mine ” (Lev. xxv. 23).

That land is also described as “ the land the Lord thy God caretZ -

for” (Deut. xi. 12) in an especial sense. His eyes are said to be
“continually upon it from the beginning of the year even unto the
end of the year.”

For a “small moment” it is forsaken, but God shall *‘ choose -
Jerusalem again” and when the magnificent Temple described
in the closing chapters of Ezekiel is erected, and Jerusalem is “ the
city of the Great King,” the metropolis, not only of the Holy
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Tand, but of the whole earth ; the land will indeed become “a
“heavenly country.”

How remarkable it seems that learned expositors like Dr. Adam
Clarke and Alfred Barnes (whose sincerity one can scarcely doubt)
-should be so blind to the simple truths of Abraham’s faith. These
men appear to have studiel very closely, in the original, nearly
every word. They are able to tell us the particular shade of
meaning the original words convey ; and yet to the simple truths
that formed the basis of Abrabam’s faith (and consequently are
elementary truths of the gospel), they are woefully blind. They
.are like men who microscopically examine a brick in a building,
whilst unable to see the beauty, symmetry and grandeur of the
building as a whole.

Commenting on the statement of Paul that “ he looked for a
city which hath foundation,” Barnes remarks :—

‘* It has been doubted to what the Apostle liere refers. Grotius and some
others suppose, that he refers to Jerusalem, as a permanent dwelling for his
posterity in contra-distinction from the unsettled mode of life which
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob led. Butthereis noevidence that Abraham looked
forward to the building of such a city, for no promise was made to him of
this kind ; and this interpretation falls evidently below the whole drift of the
passage (compare verses 14-16; xii. 22: xiii. 14). Phrases like that of ‘ the
city of God. . . . the heavenly Jetusalem,’ etc., in the time of the Apostle
appear to have acquired a kind of technical signification. They referred to
HEAVEN—of which Jerusalem the seat of the worship of God, seems to have
been regarded as the emblem. Thus in chapter xii. 22 the Apostle speaks of
the heavenly Jerusalem and in chapter xiii. 14 he says ‘ here we have no
continuing city, but we seek one to come.'”’

But why should the Apostle say they sought *“one 0 come ” if
it was one to which they had % go, and one that was already
in existence ?

How can Mr. Barnes say ‘“ there is no evidence that Abraham
looked forward to the building of such a city, when he was told
that his ‘seed’ should °possess the gate of his enemies’”?
Surely this implies the exercise of administrative power, and
therefore a ciZy as a centre of government?

We might turn the argument and ask, Where is the “ evidence”
that Abraham was promised heaven? DPaul says “he sojourned
in the land oy promise)” The Old Testament record informs us
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that he was invited to ‘“walk through the land” and view it
“north, south, east and west ” and the clear explicit statement is.
made by God, “for I will give it unto tzee” (Gen. xiii. 17).

Stephen testifies that ““ God gave him none inheritance in it, no,
not so much as to set his foot on, yet he promised that he would
give it to HIM for a possession " (Acts vii. 5). Is God’s promise
then to fail? Nay, Abraham saw the promises by faith “afar oft”’
but they will yet be realized in the way already indicated.

But we are referred to verses 14-16, and there we read, “Now
they desire a better country that is an heavenly, wherefore God
is not ashamed to be called tkeir God, for he %ath prepared for
them a city.’

The * heavenly country’’ is in contrast, not to the land in which
they sojourned, but to that from whence they came out, and to
which they could have returned, viz., Ur of the Chaldees. The
“hetter country” was the land of Palestine under ‘ heavenly?’
conditions. But it might be urged that the statement “ he hath
prepared for them a city” implies that the city was Zken in
existence and thatitapplied to heaven. Dr. Adam Clarke says:—

** He (God) shews his affection for them by preparing for them a city, to
wit, heaven, as themselves would seek no city on earth ; which is certainly
what the Apostle has here in view. And from this it is evident that the
patriarchs had a proper notion of the immortality of the soul, and expected
a place of residence widely different from Canaan.”

What *“ darkening of counsel by words without knowledge” !

What evidence of the “ strong delusion ”I! Truly God hath hidden
the truth “from the wise and prudent and revealed it unto
babes.” Let us not be high minded but fear, and be grateful for
the mercy that has been shown us, by our enlightenment in
the Truth.

Reference to Parkhurst’s Lexicon will shew that there is no
real difficulty in the words “ hath prepared.” Even as the words
stand, they can be readily harmonised with the Old Testament
record, for *“ God calleth those things which be not (but are to be)
as though they were” (Rom. iv. 17).

Parkhurst’s note on the word is, ““ It is rather 10 DESTINE as in.
Matt. xx. 23 ; Lukeii. 31; Heb. xi. 16 ; Rev.ix. 15; Gen. xxiv. 14.
(See also Matt. xxv. 34; Mark x. 40).

\
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If Dr. A. Clarke had only had his mind filled with “the things
concerning the Kingdom of God” instead of what he calls “a
proper notion of the immortality of the soul,”’ he would have seen
how well his explanation of the phrase "‘builder and maker”
applies to this city, that God has ‘destined” for the Land of
Promise.

He is the “ Architect ” of the city, and has to some extent made
known his “plan.” He is also ‘“the framer of the political
constitution >’ to be establisned in that city, which will make that
country a “ keavenly country,” and be the means of blessing * all.
families of the earth.” .

Abraham was a true patriot and patriotism is a very strong trait’
in the character of his descendants—the Jews. No wonder, when
this ¢ Fatherland ” was a land given by God and promised Ais
blessing.

The patriotism of all true believers of the gospel has been:
directed in the same channel. The land they love is God's Land.
The city of their aflections is Zion, for it is writen, * Zhe Lord’
loveth the gates of Zion.” They are now “strangers and pilgrims ”
(1 Pet. ii. 11), not perhaps in exactly the same sense that Abraham
was, for like Paul, temporarily, many of them are ¢ citizens of no
mean city ” (Acts xxi. 39). Paul was, by virtue of his being born
in Tarsus, a Roman citizen. This he acknowledged, and claimed
a privilege as such'; and doubtless also, as far as the claims of
the truth permitted, rendered a citizen’s obligation to “the powers
that he ” (compare Acts xxii. 26-28; Rom. xiii. 7).

But Paul’s affections were set upon the city for which Abraham
looked, and so he writes, “ here we have no continuing city but we
seek one to come ” (Heb. xiii. 14). His preaching was directed to
making the Gentile citizens of the Roman Empire, ¢ fellow citizens
with the Jewish saints (Ephes. ii. 19) and as such “ Abraham’s seed
and heirs according to the promise ” (Gal. iii. 29 ; Rom. iv. 16).

H. Fry.
(Z0 be Continued).
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The Scriptures wholly inspired of
God and infallible.

( Continued from page 357, Volume V.).

No. 45.

“A RoD oUT OF THE STEM AND A BRANCH OUT OF HIS ROOTS.”

The Apostate churches have spoiled for the people one of the '

most beautiful chapters in Isaiah’s prophecy, the 11th, by taking
-away its literal character and substituting what they call a
“spiritual ” interpretation. So when we read that “ nothing shall
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain” we are asked to
substitute ** the blessings of the church on its people.” Being
believers in the Coming Kingdom of God as a real thing in the
earth we refuse to adopt this sort of mangling and we stand by
the literal interpretation. The chapter then reveals a perfect
vision—a vision of a glorified earth with the promised Heir of
David reigning from a restored Jerusalem to the ends of the earth
till “ the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.”

Now figures from nature are often used in respect to persons of

" God’s choice, and this chapter opens with a symbol taken from

practical forestry in which the work of our Lord Jesus Christ is
most wonderfully embraced. “ There shall come forth a rod out
of the stem of Jesse and a branch shall grow out of his roots.”

The reference, following chapter x. is to the cutting down of
trees representing the nations that had incurred the wrath of God.
Isaiah sees the forthcoming destruction of the kingdom of Judah.
The tree of Jesse was to be cut down and left with only the stem
and root in the earth. The tree is not rooted up, it is““ cut down ”
by the Almighty axe, thus leaving a stem a few feet above
the ground.

Now from such a stem often springs forth a shoot or rod, close
to the outer bark. The energy in the root causes such to spring
up quickly. Such a rod however cannot absorb to itself all the



The Young Worker’s Advocate and Mutual Magazine, 25

root power available: on the other hand the danger is that it
may spring up to a considerable height quickly and then be
roughly broken off by some great wind or some careless passer-by.
Again the new rod cannot in any way unite itself with the heart-
wood of the tree. Following the symbolism we see therefore
how Jesus as merely “a rod” could never. fully represent the
:strength and fulness of the whole tree of Israel. But the prophet
points to a new development “ a branch out of the root.”

A practical forester knows how to make a new tree with all the
strength of the old tree, and in some cases more ‘strength, by a
-certain use of the rod that is merely linked with the sapwood.
He cuts off this rod and after preparing a part of the root from
which he has uncovered the earth, ne grafts the rod right into
the heart of the tree. This he does while the dormant season
jprevails. When the spring returns the wound heals: therod now
has all the root power behind it, and it rapidly becomes a branch
out of the root which gradually becomes stronger and stronger
until in course of many years it becomes almost impossible to
‘believe that it is not the original tree. One has to search around
and find the remains of the old stem at the foot of the great giant
before one can besure that the work of the grafter was responsible
for such a mighty tree.

The inference from this practice of forestry in relation to the
prophecy before us at once becomes clear.

Our Lord Jesus sprang forth from the sapwood of the cut down
stem of tlie kingdom of Israel. He flourished for a time and then
was cut off by the high wind of Pharisee and Priestly adversity.

Being so cut off, the husbandman, God, desiring to restore all
the former glory of the tree, uncovered the earth, placed the rod
into the root of the tree and then showed tMe world in Christ’s
Resurrection how a new Branch had grown out of the Root.

So in Isaiah lx, 21, “the Branch of My planting” is the
description used not merely of Jesus but of thie whole House of
Israel in its new and restored condition in the Coming Age.
‘Through the Rod out of the Stem and God’s dealings with it the
glory.of the chosen nation is to return. '
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** Thy people shall be all righteous; they shall inherit the land for ever-

the branch of my planting, the work of my hands that I may be glorified. . . .
A small one shall become a strong nation I the Lord will hasten it in his
time”’ (Isa. Ix, 21, 22),

Bro. W. T. Couperthwaite, of Auckland, N.Z. to whom I am
indebted for the information re forestry above, suggests that the
temptation of Jesus in the wilderness has application here, and
when the temptation came, ¢ All these things will I give thee if
thou wilt fall down and worship me” (Matt. i. g), Jesus had te-
make choice between the exaltation of himself as the Rod for a
short term of years—his natural life,—and being ¢ cut off” that
he might by suffering become worthy of living for ever, being

engrafted into that Spirit life which was the source of vitality of

the root of Jesse.

So Jesus was buried,—sealed in the tomb—while in a dead or
dormant state. His Resurrection made him the “shoot springing
out of the root.” Zechariah 1ii. 8 declares ““I will bring forth my
servant the branch.” ‘In that day shall ye call every man his.
neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree.”” ‘ Behold the-
man whose name is the Branch, he shall grow up out of his place:
and he shall build the temple of the Lord ” (vi. 12). The margin:
here says “ up from under him.”

Now Isaiah was no forester,he was a courtier about the King’s:
palace. The house of Judah still stood and there were not
wanting prophets to declare that it always would. Yet under
this beautiful symbolism the fall of the Kingdom and the means
of its restoration through Jesus is most accurately foretold
““ Whence had this man this knowledge ? ”

No *branch grows of itself out of the roots of a tree, shooting
up from below ground. Only by the process we have described:
could this be made possible. Yet this is just the most accurate
way to describe how Jesus should become the embodiment of the
Hope of Israel. It is an insult to the intelligence to put all this
beautiful reasoning and foreknowledge down to chance or Isaiah’s
cleverness: only one explanation covers the ground—God’s:

hand is here.
G. H. DenNEY.

(To be continued.)

RES N
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Before the Tribunals.

CANNOCK.

Bro. F. H. Prime, aged 18, applied under the new conditions, for Exemption,.
on December 20th, 1916, He was immersed in April 1915, and had been
brought up in the Truth. He had answered the nineteen questions in writing
submitted to all Conscientious Objectors. The Clerk read outtheappeal and
the answers to the questions, and then the Chairman asked if any member
of Tribunal had anything to say.

A Member (to Bro. G. H. Denney, who accompanied Bro. Prime).—** This -
is not a man like yourself, Mr. Denney, hardened in the faith. He is a
young man only 18. How can he have conscientious objections sufficiently
strong ? "’

Bro. Denney.—** His conscientious objection is strongenough or he would’
not be a Christadelphian at all. Further he has been recognized as a bona-
fide Christadelphian conscientious objector by the War Office itself and his
name is on the register there. In this case Mr. Pigott, the Military
Representative will confirm my statement that the War Office have had full
particulars of this case sent to them through Mr. F. G. Jannaway, ot London.”"

Here the Military Representative nodded approval.

County Councillor S. Willetts.—** Do -you think, Mr. Denney that con-
science ought to be the final appeal with all people whether good or bad, .
literate or illiterate ? "’

Bro. Denney.—'* The Bible discriminates between the conscience guided
by its teaching, ‘ void of offence toward God,’ and a conscience formed by
any other means. Hence we are guided by the Bible and our conscience
therefore leads us to do or not to do according to its teaching. We cannot
argue as to the validity in relation to the Military Service Act of any other
man’s conscience.”

My. Willetts.—** Do you believe that a Christian conscience ever needs
the correction of a community ?
Bro. Denney.—'' A Christian conscience, a truly Christian conscience,

would need the correction of the community if the individual transgressed
against any of the temets of its faith. The collective judgment of the
community would be given on the lines laid down in its statement of faith,
By community I mean the body to which the individual belonged. In the
present case our tenets forbid Military Service. Any member taking up such
would be withdrawn from.”

Mr.T. Mason.—"“Arethereany Christadelphians serving in the Armyto-day.”"

Bro. Denney.—** Not one to my knowledge.”’

7 he Chatrman,—** Do your men keep their'undertaking in respect of work .
of importance?
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Bro. Denney.—*“1 am given to understand that the War Office have
expressed themselves as pleased with the way in which our members have
:stuck to their bond.” '

Another Member.—*1s Prime willing to do work of National Importance? ”

The Clerk.—** Yes, he says so here in writing.” ’

Bro. Denney.—** That is the condition of exemption we ask for.”

Another Memnber.—*“Was this young man brought up as a Christadelphian?”

Bro. Denney.—** Yes, his father the station master at Great Wyrley is an
old member of our community and we have given you certificates of Mr,
Prime’s membership at the Sunday School at Stechford prior to his removal
here, where he joined our body by baptism.”

Zhe Chairmman (to the Military Representative).—‘“ Mr, Pigott, have you
anything to say ?”’

Mr. Pigoli.—'* Simply that I want the same verdict as Mr. Denney has
asked you for. That will be quite agreeable to me. Mr. Denney has quite

tated the laws and regulations on this class of case by which I am guided.”

Zhe Chairman.—Then I do not see any need forthese gentlemen (brethren
Denney and Prime) to retire. I take it we are all agreed.

One Member.—No : I am not. If this ic an agreed case as between the
Military and the Christadelphians, I object, and I will put it to the test by
moving that no exemption whatever be granted.”

At this point brother Denney said, ‘‘ Mr. Chairman, I think we had better
retire.” :

In about two minutes brethren Denney anhd Prime were recalled with the
announcement that the appellant was granted exemption in accord with the
test case conditions.

Bro. Denney.—Shall you settle now, gentlemen, what class of work is to
be undertaken ? *’ .

Military Representative.—That is now my province, I will fix that during
the next twenty-one days. I believe Prime is now a fitter in a colliery.

Chairman.—'‘ Then the matter is left in the hands of the Military to fix
the character of your employment, Mr. Prime.”

Question.

We have heard it mentioned by brethren in their lectures : —
1.—That Voltaire predicted the year that would see the earth rid of
Christianity. ‘
2.—That Sceptics have asserted as a consequence of being unable to find
the remains of Babylon, that such a city never existed.
Can any brother tell me where I might find these statements ?
AN ENQUIRER.
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Answers to Questions.

The Voice at Paul’s Conversion.
(See page 351, Vol. V.).

The apparent contradiction between Paul's account and Luke’s account 7e
the ““ voice”’ is one of those contradictions of Scripture which has its roots
in the translation. In the original Greek there is no contradiction. The
A.V. here illustrates a difficulty of translation. The truth of the matter is
that the “ men’’ which journeyed with the apostle heard a * sound ” (Wey-
mouth’s translation) but they did not kear in the sense to wundersiand the
words of the voice.

‘Weymouth’s translation of these two verses is much better and nearer the
original Greek than the A.V. Translation. In Actsix. 4 we have the words
(A.V ), ““and heard a voice ”; in verse 7 we have the words ‘‘ hearing a voice.”
The case of the noun in these two verses differ; in verse 4 it is in the accusative
and in verse 7 it is in the genitive, this shows clearly that there was a difference
in the kearing of Saul and that of his companions.

Paul's account in Acts xxii. 9 is quite correct. He is careful to note the
distinction between HIS hearing of the voice and that of his companions, A
careful consideration of Acts ix. 4 and 7 shows that there was a difference.
We note verse 4, ““ And heard a voice saying unito him,” etc., and contrast with
verse 7, ‘““The men . . . hearing a voice but seeing no man,” and Acts xxii. g,
‘¢ But they heard not the voice of him Zhat spake to me.”’ Weymouth’s Tran-
slation is better, *“ The men . . . did not hear the WORDS of Him who
spoke to me.”

They heard a“ sound”’ but not the ¢ words *’ (compare W.T., Acts ix. 7 with
xxii. g) just in the same way, in good English, we say ‘“ We heard some people
talking ” but were not able to understand or make out what they were talking
about, so these men ‘‘ heard the voice of Jesus ” according to Luke’s account,.
and according to Paul’s account, they heard not the voice in the sense to
understand what was said ! and that the voice they heard was in communion
with Saul.

We have a good illustration of the foregoing explanation in John xii. 28, 29.
We read, * Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified
it, and will glorify it again. The people therefore that stood by, and 4eard it,
said that it thundered.” Thus what the people ¢hought was thunder was in
reality a voice from heaven.

Now just try and imagine these two verses in John, in different parts of the
Scriptures, and yon would conclude they were contradictory. Trusting this
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explanation will be as acceptable as it is tenable, and that it will contribute
to onr brother, not only hearing the voice of Jesus, but hearing as to under-

_stand in faith and verity.
W. F. SILLITER.

Correspondence.

Correspondence for insertion in the current month must veach the office by the
st of the month. Please write distinctly, and one side of the paper only. Eack |
detter imust not exceed 350 words, or it will be liable to curtailment.

v

Sir Oliver Lodge and “ Immortality” and “ Continuity.”
7o the Editor of the Young Worker's Advocale and Mutual Magazine.

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—If1 pass over your allowance for Correspondence
will you grant me a proportionate indulgence, for I write to those brethren
and sisters who are not conversant with the mode of reasoning by which Sir
Oliver Lodge arrives at his belief in ““ Immortality,” latterly displaced by .
¢ Continuity.” ;

It is really essential when reading expressions by Sir Oliver on “ Spirit
Message,’’ especially the ¢ Messages *> which have appeared in the recently
published Raymond, ov Life and Death. When Sir Oliver Lodge states to the
savants of the world that a drop of water contains more atoms than there are
drops in an Atlantic Ocean, the “ man in the street’’ standsaghast; but when
Sir Oliver is prepared to accept a message on trust that the personality,
consciousness, will, memory, love, passions, emotions, etc., of hisson ¢ killed ”
in 1915 remain in their separateness, in an unknown form, in an unknown
region, ““living in a brick house, attending lectures, visiting a gorgeous
palace,” then the man in the street wonders if there is no limit to the
gullibility of man. The base of deductions by Sir Oliver may be found in the
expressions by him, ¢ Either we are mortal beings or we are not; we may
not know our destiny, but we must have a destiny of some sort.”

In a masterly catechetical manner, Sir Oliver penetrates into the inner
researches of the physical world for illustrations. He declared, ¢ I want to

make the distinct assertion that no really existing thing perishes, but only
changes its form,” e.g., * A cloud forms in the sky, and soon once again the
sky is blue again.”” The cloud has died. Dew forms on a leaf: a little while
it has gone again : goneintonothinguess like the cloud. But we know better
both for the cloud and dew. In animperceptible form it was, and soon in an
imperceptible form it will again have passed. As a drop it was born, and as
a drop it dies but as aqueous vapour it persists; an intrinsically imperishable
substance, even it has the altribuies of immortalily. So then what about Life?
Can that be a nonentity which Las built up particles of carbon and hydrogen,
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.and oxygen into the form of an oak or an eagle or aman? -Is it something
which is really nothing ? Not so; nor isit so with intellect and consciousness
-and will ; nor with memory and love and adoration (constituents of the soul),
nor all the manifold activities which at present strangely interact with
matter aud appeal to our bodily senses and terrestrial knowledge : they are
not nothing; nor shall they vanish into nothinguness or cease to be. They
-did not arise with us; they never did spring into being: they are as eternal
.as the Godhead itself, and in the Eternal Being they shall continue for ever.”
" This, then, is the mode of reasoning by which Sir Oliver Lodge is guided to
.accept a theory of * continuity” of the faculties which the Creator has, in
His infinite wisdom, imparted to mankind. ‘¢ Beware, lest any man spoil
you through philosopby and vain deceit.”” The actual base of reasoning
-from which Sir Oliver arrives at his conclusions may be summarised into one
brief sentence, viz., *‘ That no real existing thing perishes, but undergoes a
-change in form; that matter is indestructible, defined now as continuity.”
- Shall we then, brethren and sisters of Christ by knowledge, faith and obedi-
ence, place our future welfare on the adjudication of science and philosophy
which rests on the incapability of man to destroy anything which God has
.created ? That because the surface jwaters of the oceans, seas, etc., have
by the dark heat waves of the sun (see Gen. i. 16) been converted into vapour
.and scattered over the earth's surface in the forms of rain, dew, or snow in
proportion to the prevailing temperature and has changed to a state of
solidification in certain forms and reconstructed to its original form; that
because there is no destruction of matter, but simply a change in form, and
.that that there is nothing within the physical world that actually perishes,
but are working ont the will of their Creator by respouding to their ordained
function ; it must be accepted on this method of reasoning that human
‘beings are posessed of a personality, consciousness, memory, will, love,
passions, and emotions, constituting the so-called soul, and that these will
-continue in their separateness somehow, somewhere, for ever, after all the
organs of the body have ceased to respond to their ordained functions in the
article of death, These philosophic deductions are an illusion, a fallacy ; the
very suggestion of such a soul destroys all knowledge which centuries of
patient research has revealed concerning the brain. (See ZEwolution or
Creation— Which 2 Pages 91-99. Price on cover of Magazine.)

There is a doctrine of Immortality in the Bible, but instead of it being
inherent and natural, the Bible teaches that it is brought within the reach of
the individual by Christ, through a belief in the Gospel as taught by Christ
—an unswerving obedience to the Divine commandments. * The wages of
sin isdeath ; but the g7/7of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’
¢ And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.”

Yours, etc,
FRED GARLICK.
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Organization.
7o the Editor of the Young Worker's Advocate and Mutual Magazine.

DEAR BROTHER WALKER,—Permit me to draw the attention of the

President of the Mutual Improvement Class who does not agree with organ-~

ization ”” of any sort because he is afraid it will lead to Popery (!!) to a
meeting held at the Portico Library, Manchester, of Christadelphians repre-
senting every (or nearly so) ecclesia in Lancashire and Cheshire, to consider
the best means for spreading the Truth in the counties mentioned. It was
unanimously decided thatin the past there had been a flagrant disregard of
organization. To-day (December 16th) I have received circulars from bro.
W. H. Hill, A.L.S., Birmingham, also from the Secretary of the Lancashire'
and Cheshire section of the A.L.S,, stating that they have been RE-ORGANIZED-
recently, and we are hoping to accomplish some good work during 1917.”
Fraternally yours,
A LECTURING BROTHER.

Coming Events.

Under this Heading Special Meetings, Fyalernals, elc., are announced.’

Secretaries ave invited to send same by the 1st of the monik.

ILFORD.—Christadelphian Research Class. Feb, 4—Lantern Lecture
at the Christadelphian Hall at 7.30. Subject: ‘“The Wonders of the Deep.'”
President: Bro. C. W. Leng. Speaker: Bro. J. M. Taylor.

Subjects for the coming month in
our Classes.

Subjects for insevtion must reack the office by the ist of the month lo ensure

insertion in the curvent month’s issue. Dales insevied are from 15th of current
month to the 14th of the following month.

LLANELLY.—-MUuTUAL IMPROVEMENT CLASS.—Jan. 20.—Questions
and answers. Jan. 27.—~—Special Study: The Wars of the Book of Genesis.
Feb, 3—Special Study—'‘ The Wars of the Maccabees.”” Feb. 10—Thoughts
from the daily readings.

ﬁ""f i ‘
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ANONYMOUS.—We have received January and February 1915 numbers from
an unknown (rierd for which we return thanks. We are still requiring these
issues, and shall be pleased to pay full price and postage for clean copies to

~any who can supply same. Address, 16 King Square, Bristol.

* * & *

THE BIBLE AND MODERN SCEPTICISM.—This edition is nearly sold out.
We shall be reprinting, but in a smaller size, and the cost will be 6d. by post
8d. There are a few copies of the single lectures, Nos. 1, 3, and 4 to be sold
at 1d. each plus postage (No. 2 is sold out). There will be no “single copies”®
printed in the new edition; we therefore advise sending an early order for
the remainder.

“ Events of 1916 in the llght
of Prophecy.”

As we are not publishing the “ Year Book ™ for 1917 for
many reasons; we are letting the above-titled pamphlet take its
place. 32 Pages and Cover, it will give a good general outline
of the course of Events during the year that has passed, and will
serve to link up with the “Year Book™ for 1918, should

circumstances warrant its appearance.

| May be had from local agent at 3d. per copy,

or sent direct, post free for 33id.

o

REMITTANCE MUST IN ALL CASES ACCOMPANY ORDERS.

D b e ———

F. WALKER, Printer & Publisher, 16 King Square; BRISTOL,

b . R R
B L T P .
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Notes.

Weregret that the appearance of the February nnmber is so much overdue.
It has been quite unavoidable; and while not being able to go into details in
explanation, we would ask your indulgence in these trying times. We are
doing our best to ensure the appearance of the March magazine on the 15th
of the month. i

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS— During the month the following have sent their
names as subscribers for single copies, or have undertaken to sell 74¢ Young
Worker's Advocale and Mutual Magazine in, their respective localities, for
which we return thanks: C.H., Thornton-le-Flyde; E.S.. Oxford; K.J.,
Swansea; A.M., Newcastle-on-Tyne; G. McA., Emmaville, Sask., Canada;
G.C., Prestou; W.W.B., London.

BACK NUMB€RS URGENTLY WANTED.—If any of our readers or our Agents
happen to have copies of January and February 1915 they can spare, we will
pay full price and postage for them it they are clean. Also Febriuary and May

_numbers of 1914 ; January and Aprilof 1913 ; and April and December of I912.
- Send them addressed, F. Walker, 16 King Square, Bristol,

AGENTS WANTED.—Is your district without any brother representing us
for the sale of our literature? If so, this should not be. Arrangements have
been made that the ecclesial librarian, or faiiing that, any energetic brother .
may hold a stock of our literature without any expenditure of money, and
will be able to supply at net prices to buyers—thus saving the postage. Write
for our circular describing this matter. New Agent :— -

FEATHERSTONE, YoRKS.—Bro. W. Willis, 114 Station Lane.

THE BIBLE AND MODERN SCEPTICISM.—This edition is nearly sold out.
We shall be reprinting, but in a smaller size, and the cost will be 6d. by post
8d. ‘There are a féw copies of the single lectures, Nos. 1, 3, and 4 to be sold
at 1d. each plus postage (No. 2 is sold out). There will be no “single copies”
printed in the new edition ; we therefore advise sending an early order for
the remainder.







