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IN FELLOWSHIP.—The brethren named will be willing to afford
information as to meetings in their vicinity on the basis of puritys—

Ashton-under-Lyne.—]. H. Mellor, 27 Néwmarket Road, Waterloo.
Ardrossan.—C. Grant, * Redholme ”, South Beach.

Bedford.—W. H. Cotton, 23 Rosamond Road.

Bewdley.—H. Pigott, * Shatterford ”, nr. Bewdley

Bexley Heath.—H. A. Mayhew, 232 The Broadway.
Birmingham.—A. H. Broughton, 140 Wiggin Street. .
Blackheath (Staffs).—W. H. Sidaway, 46 Hawes Lane, Rowley Regis.
Blakeney.—H. Matthcws, Brook Cottage, New Road.
Bournemouth.—]J. Wilkinson, 438 Wimborne Road,

Bridgend.—W. Winston, 6 Coity Road.

Brighton.—J. A. Anstce, “ Brynteg "', South Coast Road, Peacehaven,
Brimington.—RK. Wharton, Station Road.

Bristol.—F. Walker, 41 Stokes Croft.

Castleford.—E. Foster, 16 Joffre Av., Glasshoughton.
Colchester.—L,. H. W. Wells, 39 Drury Road.

Coventry.—H. G. Gates, 14 Wyken Way, Stoke Heath.

Crewe.—]. W. Atkinson, 34 Meredith Street.

Croydon.—A J. Ramus, 66 Lower Road, Kenley, Surrey.
Derby.—W. E. Caulton, 26 Sun Street.

Doncaster (Ncar).—A. Hamilton, 8 Nelson Road, Rossington.
Dudley.—F. Jakeman, “ Halford ”, Stourbridge Road, Scotts Green.
Edinburgh.—Mrs. B. Godfrey, 2 Wellington Place, Leith.
Falmouth.—W. Warn, Budock House,

Great Bridge.—W. Southall, 91 Hampton Road, Birchficlds, Birmingham,
Halifax.—F. Shepley, 3 Calder Terrace, Mytholmroyd, Yorks.
Hastings.—F. B. Handley, Fairlight Sanatorium, Ore.

Haverhill.—C. H. Atkin, “ Rookwood ”.

Hitchin.—H. S. Shorter, “ Eureka ”, Walsworth Road.
Huddersfield.—W. Bradford, 12 Union Street, Hill Top, Slaithwaite,
Hurst (Near Rcading).—A. H. Palser, 4 Lodge Road.

liford.—W. Diggens, 211 Hampton Road, Ilford, Essex,
lpswich.—S. Simpson, 116 London Road.

Harrogate.—W. Mosby, “ Holmside ”, Borough Bridge Rd., Knaresborough.
Langley Mill.—A. Bowles, 21 Milnhay Road.

Leamington.—H. W. Corbett, 16 Joyce Pool, Warwick.

Leeds (Ncar)—T. Dixon, 6 Tingley Court, Bridge Street, Morley.
Leicester.—FE. Clements, 64 Red Cross Square.

Lichfield.—S. M. Harrison, 102 Birmingham Road.

Lincoln.—F. T. Heaton, 109 Sincil Bank.

Liverpool.—W. Rothwell, 207 North Hill Street, Princes Road.
London (North)—C. Redmill, 30 Florence Road, Stroud Green, N 4.
London (Putney).—W. Jackson, 172¢ New Kings Road, S.W.6.
London (South).—F. Button, 22 Stockwell Park Crescent, SW.9,
London (West).—W. E. Eustace, 9 Clovelly Road, Ealing, W.5.
Luton.—Geo. Lllis, 44 Oak Road.

Margate.—A. Furneaux, “ Lachine ”, Addiscombe Road.

Milford Haven.—A. Charman, Castle Hall.

Motherwell.—R. D. Ross, 34 Coronation Road, New Stevenston Scotland.
Neath.—S. L. Watkins, 29 Winifred Road, Skewen.

New Tredegar.—G. Evans, 22 Jones Street, Phillipstown,
Nottingham.—W. J. Elston, 97 Woodborough Road.

Nuneaton.—W. H. Wilson, St. Elmo, Edward Street.

Oldbam.—A. Geatly, 116 Cooper Street, Pringhead.

(Continued on page 3 of cover).
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Dr. John Thomas (Christadelphian)
His Life and Work.

CHAPTER XIIL

The communications from Dr. Thomas to Mr. Campbell,
referred to in our previous chapter were mn the form of letters,
and were published in the Apostolic _ldvocate.  There were four
in all, and from those we select the more important paragraphs : —

FROM LETTER I (September 19, 1835).

4 “In the foregoing, archlL, 1 have confined myscli to a running
criticism upon ‘ Susan’ and upon *Reply’. | have done it in the
finest humonr and best fecling. I am obliged to commend myself
lest the feeling of my remarks should be misinterpreted. I am
not unconscious of an apparent *bitterness and severity ’ of style
which my opponents are very glad to lay hold of as real, to my
disadvantage. It is but dppﬁh.m however, for 1 can honestly,
in the presence of an All- sbémg eye, aftirm that I have no bitter
feelings, no, not an atom ‘of' animosity in my heart against a single
member of the human race. I make this remark lest an expression
should have ¢scaped me that may seem like resentment. I am aware
that what might seem very mild and conciliatory to me might
appear ‘harsh’ to one of a different temperament. 1 disclaim,
therefore, everything of this sort; and hope you will just receive
it in the spirit of the intention. This is one item of reformation :
to confess our faults and forsake them.

“In the document alluded to, I denied the charge in general, but
I have not descended to particulars. I shall now, therefore, detail to
you and my readers the views I hold, and I leave you to judge of
their accordance with the Scriptures . . .
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“When John the Baptist befan to proclaim ‘the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins’, all classes of Jews had for-
saken the law of the Lord, and had corrupted the institutions of
Moses.  This unhappy state of things had been superinduced by
the introduction into the Jewish economy of a class of men
unauthorized by God, and unknown to the nation, before the
Babylonish captivity. These ‘clergymen’ were styled *Scribes,
Pharisces, and lawyers’, whom our Saviour so severely denounced
as a race of vipers, hypocrites, devourers of widows’ houses, whited
scpulchres, etc. They had made of none effect the word of God
by their traditions, so that it was in vain that they and the people
worshipped God, as all their worship was the mere observance of
the commandments of men. The minds of the people thus per-
verted by the Jewish clergy were blinded, and their hearts
hardened, so that, having no relish for the Truth, seeing they
did not perceive, and hearing they did not understand. Their
morals were likewise depraved, and violence and extortion filled
the land. When multitudes of these characters, flocked to John,
and asked him what they were to do, did he command them to
beat their breast and ¢ry, as an eviction of ‘sorrow for sin’?
‘Bring forth the proper fruits of reformation’, said he, ‘Let him
that has two coats impart to him that has none, and let him that
has victuals do the same. Exact no more than what is appointed
you. Injurc no man, cither by violence or false accusation, and be
content with your allowance’. The proper fruits of reformation,
then, were good actions flowing from a belief of those things
annoynced by John . . .

[.et us now accompany Paul to Athens. Standing in the middle
of the Arcopagus, and surrounded by Epicurean and Stoic philo-
sophers, and in the presence of the archdeacons of a city ‘exceedingly
addicted to the worship of demons’, what is the burden of his
proclamation? Reformation towards God and the faith in Jesus.
Hcar him, then, in an assembly of Pagans wholly devoted to
hwman traditions, reason with them on the absurdity of idolatry,
on their dependence upon one God for life and breath and all
things, calling upon them to reform towards God, unknown, indeed,
to them before, but now declaring His willingness to look over the
past, and announcing Jesus as the righteous Judge of the world.
What astonishing demands these, on the faith of Pagans that were
to forsake their gods, their philosophy, and their wisdom, in which
they prided themselves, and to return to the unknown God, now
heralded to them by a wandering Jew. They heard, and what
was the result? As there was but one proclamation, those who
were convinced by what they heard, did what other Pagans did,
namely, were baptized. Thus it was affirmed of the Corinthians,
that ‘hearing, they believed and were baptized’. Some of the
Athenians jested, but others consorted with Paul. Reformation
then, in rclation to a Pagan, was to renounce idolatry, and
immediately to be baptized. This was its first proper fruit, and
evinced reformation towards God and faith in Jesus Christ. . . .

FROM LETTER II. (October 10, 1835).

“ When once reformed, it was the practice of these Christians
to conduct themselves holily, unblamably and unreprovably, in the



THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN 3

sight of God. There were exceptions. It is not of these I speak.
I refer to those who walked worthily of their high calling. To
some of these worthies, of whom the world was not worthy, were
distributed the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Those of them, who
received these gifts were called ‘spiritual men’ . .. The gifts of
the Spirit, however, are to be distinguished from the fruuts of the
Spirit.  The gifts were, ‘the word of wisdom ', ‘the word of
knowledge’, ‘faith’ to remove mountains, ‘gifts of healing i
* operations of powers’, ‘ prophecy’, ‘dlscernmg of spirits’, ‘ kinds
of foreign languages’, etc, etc.; the fruits, ‘love, joy, pcace, long—
suffering, gentleness, goodness, ﬁdellty, meekness and temperance’.
The former are the result of inspiration; the latter flow from the
Truth believed and obeyed. These fruits are the signs by which
true Christians may be discovered and discriminated from hypo-
crites. By hypocrites, I mean those who profess to know God, but
in works deny Him . ..

“This is certain, that the Apostles all proclaimed one and the
same thing, and this is equally sure, that the Episcopalians, Pres-
byterians, Methodist and Baptist apostles all declare different
things. If then they do not agree among themselves, how can
they be said to agree with the Apostles of Christ who knew
nothing of any such sects as these? Seeing, then, that these
denonmiinational gospels do not agree with that recorded in the
New Testament, and secing that things difierent cannot be the
same it follows that they are ‘other gospels’, or pervertings of the
Gospel of Christ; and, therefore, both the clergy who preach them
and the Gospdls themselves, are ‘accursed’ in the sight of God .

“Now, brother Campbell, what redeeming qualities do you see
in these four great and leading sects of ‘Protestantism’, when
viewed by the New Testament? Protestantism, in whole or part,
is not the religion of Jesus Christ. It is nothing else but modified
Popery. It is one of the horns of the beast which John saw
ascending out of the earth, lamb-like in its appearance, but of
dragon-speech (Rev. xiii. 11). It is a system of deception, and
constitutes in the aggregate a part of that ‘strong delusion’ which
Paul predicted God would send upon men, ‘that they might believe
a lig, in order that all might be condemned who have not believed
the Truth, but have taken pleasure in iniquity' (2 Thess. ii. 12).
Take the whole world, and what do you behold? Precisely the
same state of things as obtained in the days of John the Baptizer:
the whole population of the globe (a very small fraction excepted)
in abject subjection to human tradition. Varieties will be found
between the first and nineteenth centuries; still, they are all
traditions—human traditions . . . all severally, making of ‘none
effect the word of God by their traditions’ .

“ These are, ‘ wells without water, clouds driven by a tempest,
for whom the blackness of darkness is reserved for ever. They
promise their disciples liberty, while they themselves are the slaves
of corruption’ . ..

* Such are the descriptions, glven by the Apostles, of those who
have arisen since their day, as successors of the Apostles’, ‘called
and sent of God’, to proclaim that sins are pardoned and sinners
adopted into His family without being baptized in Jesus Christ! [}
These are the accursed false teachers of ‘another gospel’, who are
the blind guides of the Gentiles, making merchandise of them by
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fictitivus tales, and ‘on account«f whom the way of Truth is now
evil spoken of’. Brother Cambpbell, do you candidly believe that
anything good and acceptable to God can come out of the denomina-
tion Babylon, over which such a fraternity presides, unless it be
purified with a bath of water in connection with the Word? No;
hate the garment spotted by the flesh.”

(To be continued).

[

)
"

The Bible wholly inspired and infallible.

No. 112.—Bible Times.
THE PROPHETIC CHARACTER OF THE CREATION
STORY.
Concluding Article. o

The fifth day saw the creation by God of the fowls of the air
and the denizens of the deep. Whales and all kinds of fish thus
canic intu existence in preparation for the advent of animals,
including the human animal, man. In all these was the breath
ol life: all were living creatures.

The gradual preparation of food is noteworthy. Tood for
aniutl~ i~ provided when the animals come: so also the birds
of the air found their sustenance ready. Man entered upon a
full herttage at his own advent.

Now the fifth day of a thousand years saw the establishment
of the Christian church throughout the world, and culminated in
the darkness of the middle ages when animalism and apostasy
achieved its greatest triumph.

It is not unworthy of note that a fish was one of the earliest
signs of our Lord’s name, and continued to be so right through
the persceutions.  The Dragon power from the Sea, great Rome,
also manifested itself in the form described in Rev. xii. 3, and
»iil. 1. The locusts did their work in that day (Rev. ix. 3). The
wonkul was given  wings as an eagle, that she might fly into
the wilderness ” (Rev. xii. 14). The sea and the air are the
elements used in the main to denote the centres and character
of the contlicts of the fifth day, as Dr. Thomas so graphically
describes in Eurcka. )

That day ended in the darkest night. The sun was lost and
the moon was obscured to all except to the small remnant wan-
dering apart in the wilderness.

The sixth day of a thousand years witnessed a great change as
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its course began to run, and that day is now nearing its glorious
end.

While the sixth day of Creation saw the advent of the first
Adam, the spiritual millennium will see the second advent of the
Second Adam, the Man, Christ Jesus. In the natural sixth day
Adam acquired ““ dominion aver the fish of the sea, the fowl of
the air and over every living thipng”. He lost much of that
dominion through disobedience. We might say that he lost ail
the dominion, for death seized him, and the grave still holds him.
‘The present era will see the “ restitution of all things which God
hatlr spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began ”. Then the dominion will be regained-for ** He who shall
come will come and will not tarry ”, and “ he will reign through
endless days ”. ‘“ He shall come down like rain upon the mown
grass, and there shall be abundance of peace so long as the moon
endureth ” (Psalm Ixxii.).

The whole promise of the creation will be fulfilled in him.

Hence as the first Adam in the sixth day was created * out of
the dust of the ground”, so those in the second Adam will be
called out of the dust of the ages to stand again upon the carth,
and 1o receive that gift, the vigour and strength of an unending
life. God will breathe upon the dead bones and they shall live.

Hence the whole symbolism of the sixth day is being worked
out to-day in a real parallel.

Just as the beasts of the earth come early in the day, so the
beast kingdoms of men were pre-eminent in the early years of
this present millennium. Later in that day, the Man was made
and given the power of government over all the carth.  The
beasts were subject to him, and he called them and named them.
‘We believe none did hurt or destroy in that day. Cruelty and
the ‘“ redness of nature in tooth and claw " that men speak of
to-day came later as part of man’s punishment for disobedience,
and of his discipline for development in righteousness. But in
the few years ahead of us we shall see Eden bloom on earth
again. We shall see “the wolf . . . dwell with the lamb and
the leopard lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young
lion and the fatling together and a little child leading them ”
((Isa. xi. 6).

Above all, the world will see Jesus, who will root out all the
wickedness and want and woe before the sixth day closes. The
sabbath day of rest, the millennial day of our Lord, must not
be encumbered with work of a creative or constructive kind.
‘That is the day of firm calm administration of God’s law, when -
the “law shall go forth from Zion and the Word of the Lord
from- Jerusalem ”. * Nothing shall hurt or destroy in all my
+holy mountain, saith the Lord ”.
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Hence the rooting out of evil has to be done. The adminis-
tration must be constructed after its members, the saints, have
been raised and made after the power of an endless life (Rev.
v.). The twelve tribes of Israel must be brought together and
the twelve heads, the Apostles, placed over them.

The great temple must be built—the House of Prayer for all
nations. The battles and conflicts of Rev. xvii. to xix. must all
have been hushed, and the noise of them forgotten. Satan must
be bound with the great chain and cast into the bottomless pit.

The responsible ones, who, knowing their Lord’s will, “ did
it not”, must all, after being beaten with stripes, few or many,
have suffered the second death.

The scaffolding is, as it were, all erected in the sixth day, but
taken down before the closing moments of it in order that the
glorious bLeauty may stand fully revealed in the bright dawn of
the seventh day of that “city which hath foundations whose
builder and maker is God”. Then we shall come “ unto Mount
Zion and unto the City of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly of
the church of the first born and to God the judge of all and to
the spirits of just men made perfect and to Jesus the mediator ”
(Heb. xi. 10.; xii. 22).  Another characteristic that the two sixth
days have in common is that the Word of God and His commands
then went forth to Man. As in the creation day, Adam then
heard God’s voice and received His command, so in the present
1000 vears the Bible was recovered from the Beast in Rome and
by the Iabours of such men as Wycliffe and Tyndal and by the
discovery of the printing press, was circulated into every
“ kindred and tongue and people and nation” that dwell in all
the Earth.  This translation and circulation of the Bible, largel)
the work of the British and Foreign Bible Society,-is one of the
great marvels of the age and is undoubtedly of God’s intent and
purpose by His overruling power.

The {fulness of that is however to come in soon when the
“ nations learn righteousness ” from Jesus when “ His judgments
are in the carth 7.

Our idea of the times is very simple. We think the world to-
day is bhut 5921 years old and the relation of various times thus :——

Dan. vii. 25.
PAPAL. Decree of Phocas 607 a.p. Dan.xii.7.on Rev.xiii.5.
607 607
1260 1290 1335

1867 1897 1942
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TURKISH. Hegira aD. 622 622 622 Apply Dan. xii.
1260 1290 1335
1882 1912 1957 a..
JEWISH. 7 Times 592 B.c. } Lev. xxvi. 18, 28.
2520 1928 a.p.
GEN'i'H.,E Zenith 606 B.c. Dan. iv. 25.
' 2520 } 1914 Ap.
GENTILE. The Lesson Learnt 578 B.c. } Dan.iv.25.
2520 1942 a.p.

The Lord may come to call His own people at any moment
now. The present movement towards apostasy, links itself very
closely with Rev. iii. 14-20. Christ “stands at the door and
knocks " at no distant date : it might be to-morrow. His words
recorded in Luke xviii. ring in our ears, * Shall I find faith on the
earth™?

A tremendous amount of work has to be accomplished in
seventy-nine years, and none can be left over.

All the Bible times without possible exception and without any
regard to differences of opinion work out within another twenty-
five years. Not one item of the prophetic vision needs to be of
necessity fulfilled before Jesus is here again. “ What manner of
men and women ought we to be”’?

We can only see how the great work can be done in a short
time if we realize that what God can do in a long time and by a
process, He can, if He wills, do in a short time.

A process results in bread but Jesus by Divine power could
make bread without a process. Geologists claim that thousands
of years, nay millions, were needed to do the work described in
Gen. i. But if God could do it in a million years we contend
that He could do it in a day. What is time to Him? or again,
Is there time with Him? “ A thousand years are nothing to
Him ” we are told. Hence we have never felt any difficulty in
accepting the days of creation as literal days of twenty-four hours.
Why should we? If God can do a thing at all, He can do it in
long or short time as pleases Him. Men too often measure God
by their own accomplishments and experience. His “ thoughts
are as high above " our “ as the heavens are above the earth .

That helps us also to see that great as the task is, Jesus will
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accomplish it fully and all will be made ready for the great Mil- -
lenial seventh day. ‘

“ There remaineth a rest for the people of God ”.  Let none be
discouraged because it appears that “the Lord delayeth his
coning 7. He will surely come and it is on that note the Bible
itself closes. )

“ Let us, therefore, live in Godly fear, lest, a promise being
given to us that we shall enter into his rest, any of us should
seem likely to come short of it”.  “We who in that day are
declared o have believed with full faith, shall enter #nto’ the
rest of God” (Heb. iv. 1 and 3). . G.H.D,

(To be continued). o

&

PALESTINE IMMIGRATION. -—

The Jewish Horld states that it is officially stated that 7,254
Jewish immigrants—2.866 men, 2,409 women, and 1,979 children

entered Palestine during 1923, Within the same period there
were 3,406 Jewish emigrants from Palestine, so that, on balance;! "
the Jewish population increased by 3,788 through immigration
during the twelve months.

{The emigrants from Palestine are of the type referred to in
Numbers xiv. 3, and the Holy Land is all the better for their -
absence.—F.G.J.). . :

A A
Licur Berore Tng SuN—What are wo to uiderstand by
light being the first thing God created on the first day, seeing the
heavenly bodies did not appear till the fourth day of creation,
and as they are the only natural source of light? R. R. in Good
Contpany (1., 185,) says: * We are to understand that the first
thing that happened was to strike a light in the dark, so to speak,
as a man does when he goes into a dark workshop.  “ Darkness .
was upon the face of the deep’.  (How long it had prevailed there
is no record; ages probably). It was natural that the first thing
should be to dispel the darkness. How it was done no man can
tell. 1t is possible to suggest various ways. The probability is
that the thick vapour that overspread all the earth, causing the
darkness (Job xxxviii. 9), was thinned off enough to allow the light «
of the sun to come through without allowing the sun itself to be-
seen, as on a dull day.  But it may-have been in some other-way.
T'here is light latent in all things, and the Spirit of God could
casily, by the volition of .the Almighty, evoke it sufficiently for .
the uses of the first day 7.
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‘ Editorial.

THE JEWISH POPULATION OF THE WORLD.

According to the Jewish Year Book, published for the
American Jewish Committee, there has been a considerable
increase recently in the Jewish population of the world. This
is now over fifteen-and-a-half millions.

Two-thirds of that total live in Europe, 100,000 in Palestine,
and 800,000 in the British Empire.

. 'The Jews in Great Britain number well over a quarter of a
million,

This is extremely interesting and important.

On the basis of Isaiah vi. 13 and Dr. Thomas’ view thereon,
this would entail a population in Palestine of one and a half
million Jews at the point indicated in Zech. xiii.

We think this will soon be accomplished. Glowing reports
are coming to hand of God’s blessing being upon the Jewish
colonies in the land. Increasing amity with the Arab population
is also a favourable sign.

A COMMON PLATFORM.

The platform recently adopted and advocated in the Christa-
delphian by bro. C. C. Walker as to how to deal with error is
meeting with wide acceptance. From all over the world come
letters speaking approvingly of it. ‘‘ Preach the truth and say
as little as possible about the errors” is now accepted by all the
parties who shield or shelter those who have reservations.

As we have previously pointed out, this is the old platform of
brethren J. J. Hadley and J. J. Bishop at the time of the
Inspiration division in 1883,

A striking illustration of the result of this advocacy is now
being seen in America. The Message is a quarterly magazine
representing those who have put forward the “ Guide ” move-
ment. This movement aims high, and its motive is Unity and
Peace in the brotherhood. We have no quarrel with that motive
for it is our own also. It is when we come to the question of
how to deal with those who hold false doctrine that we are
compelled to part company. Last quarter and this, the Message
has printed contributions from bro. A. D. Strickler and others
who are in fellowship with him, apd also from those in fellowship
with the Suffolk Street (Partial Inspiration) brethren. The
Editor, bro. Clough, thinks heresy can be localized, and says,
¢ We must criticize any ecclesia that appeals to the brotherhood
to take sides in its local troubles”. “ The Bible teaches the
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complete autonomy and independence of each ecclesia”. “No

one s 1c>p0n>1ble for the acts or-teaching of a member of

another ccclesia . “ No ecclesia should attempt to exercise any

.. control vver another”. *“No ecclesia should impose its
own statement of faith upon other ecclesias as a condition of
fcllowship”.  “ These are the principles of the Guide move-
ment ”, or rather its method of attaining unity,

Now for the results as set forth this quarter :—

(u) Bro. A. D. Strickler is commended as good and faithful.

(b) Bro. Moore, of Temperance Hall fellowship, is commended
for saying, ' There is no Scriptural warrant for a general
crusade against any supposed erroneous doctrine”. “ The
chief responsibility resting with the ‘shepherds’ of an
ceclesia is to faithfully . . . set the doctrines of the Truth
before the brethren ”

*“ Withdrawal 7 is strongly deprecated.

(¢} “ The Suffolk Street Ecclesia is perfectly sound in doctrine
and worthy of the fellowship of all true Christadelphians ”

It is clear that a common platform is now afforded for all
thuse who, to-day, hold or countenance heresy.

The lesson of history is unheeded.  Exactly similar pro-
ceedings gave room for the apostasy to grow in every instance
ol departure from the Truth since the world began.

Let it be a matter of reflection that while ccclesias must not
be criticized who have those who hold false doctrine in their
midst, yet those ceclesias who are to-day striving hard for purity
are thus spoken of @ ““ We must criticize ” such (see quotation
u|;()\c .

Tl?c New Testament abounds in instances of condemnation
of ccclesias that tolerated evil.  Look at Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians, and read these stirring words from our Lord in
Rev. ii. 150 “Thou hast them that hold ” false doctrine “ which
thing I hate.  Repent or I will come unto thee quickly, and will
fight against them . Again, Rev. ii. 5, * Repent and do the first
works or ¢lse I will come unto thee quickly, and remove thy
candlestick out of its place”. Surely we ought to follow our
Lord in condemnation of toleration.

Brethren, nowhere in the whole Bible is any condemnatlon
meted out to those who strive continually for purity and faith-
fulness, but on the other hand condemnation. “I know thy
works that thou canst not bear them which are evil, and thou
hast put to the test those who say they are apostles ”

It is impossible to “ localize ”” passages of that character.

We have a common responsibility, as had Noah and his
{umily, for preserving the Truth in the world, and hence must
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“try’ or rather, put to the test, the leading “ spirits”. This
injunction is part of the true love enjoined in John's epistle (see
1 John iv. 1).

G.H.D,

1925.

Many years ago, bro. Roberts, in an Editorial, told his readers
that the Christadelphian would gladly cease its work, if any other
.section of the Press faithfully expounded the Spirit of God.
That is our mind to-day; for there would be no need for the
Berean Christadelphian were the Christadelphian (to which we
have been a subscriber since 1875) faithful to its trust. On
the contrary, for nearly ten years past it has been on the down-
grade. The charge of its apostasy does not rest upon our
evidence—the witnesses for the most part, so far as prominent
brethren are concerned, are still in fellowship with the Tem-
perance Hall and its magazine—to wit, brethren Lake, Boulton,
Thompson, Turner, Bonds, and a score of others, some of whom
tell us they are remaining there for the present because they feel
they can do more in fighting from within than from without.
Before us is a letter from a life-long member of the Temperance
Hall Ecclesia, in which the following is found :—

“ These are perilous times, and we cannot make our voice and
actions known too much in the witnessing against Truth-nulli-
fying doctrines. I know and rejoice that you are doing it, and
I hope you will do it more and more—but, then comes the sorrow-
ful thought that we are not omne, and therefore cannot work
together .

“ Do come iz and fight . . .

“ Bro. is at the Temperance Hall Sunday; sorry it is
not FGJ...”

What can we say to such a state of mind. Imagine Dr.
Thomas or bro. Roberts with such a Laodicean “ warmth " !

’ JOB AND ELIHU.

We have just been enjoying a peep into “ Grandma’s Book-
case” (Christadelphian Family Journal, for December), and
admiring her comments upon Rebekah and Jacob, and “ the lot
of hard things many people say about them ”. What a contrast
“ Grandma’s ” sentiments afford to the ungodly comments of
clerical commentators and those who are enamoured therewith!
The contrast not only has to do with Rebekah and Jacob but
many other Bible worthies. Take Job, for instance, of whom we
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have been reading daily for nearly @ whole month, As with
Rebekah and Jacob, so with Job. No right-minded Christadel-
phian will denounce or adversely criticize such a God-fearing and
God-approved man because of a few questionable outbursts in
moments of unparalleled physical and mental agony. Nor will
any right-minded Christadelphian praise an evil-minded detractor
of  Job because he serves up wholesale pious platitudes ;and
cultured truisms.

Apologists of Elihu—such as the “ Rev. ” T. Robinson—would
have us believe that Elihu was an inspired mediator or “ go-
between ”, “ like John the Baptist in relation to Christ”, alleging
that “ the place of Elihu is that of an umpire between Job and
his three friends on the one hand, and between Job and the
lnighty on the other”.

A peculiar umpire, Elihu! True, the name means * whose
God is he ”, but so does Eliphaz mean “ whose strength God is !

Elihu, with all his psuedo theological -thunder, was but a
comparatively youthful, and self-opinionated slanderer of Job,
il not of the Almighty; for look at the terrible and untrue
charges he brought against poor Job. He charged Job with
having said, “ I am clean, without transgression”; with keeping
* company with the workers of iniquity ”; with * walking with
vicked men”; with declaring that “it profiteth a man nothing
that he should delight himself with God ”’; with adding “ rebellion
tu his sin”; with having * spoken without knowledge ”; with
having claimed that his “ righteousness was more than God’s ”;
and, furthermore, Elihu charged Job with “ multiplying words
against God !

But, what is God’s verdict concerning His ‘ servant Job”?
PPonder these nine words in Job xlii. 7: *“ HATH SPOKEN OF ME
THE THING THAT 1§ RIGUT”.

T'hen, too, let us ponder the weighty pronouncement of God
through Ezekiel concerning the * righteousness ™’ of Noah, Daniel
and Job (LEzek. xiv. 14, 16, 20).

And last, although not least, let us remember what the
inspired apostle of Jesus said about Job, as “an example of
suffering affliction and patience” (James v. 11).

In the face of this testimony what right-minded Christadel-
phian will dare side with the cultured cleric in criticizing Job
and lauding Elihu? Those who do, will find no place in the
Berean Christadelphian for ventilating their views, notwith-
standing our policy being labelled “ behind the times ”, by those
who are “ moving with the times”. For that reason we found
“ Grandma’s Bookcase” appealed to us, and also, because it
is en suite with the bookcase of another Grand-mother, com-
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mended by the great Apostle Paul (2 Tim. i. 5; iii. 13-17).

God’s dismissal of Elihu was, “ Who is this that darkeneth
counsel with words without knowledge”. How ftting this
pronouncement is. Let us remember it.—F.G.J.

“ First Pure, then Peaceable”.

A Sunday Morning Exhortation by Bro. R. Roberts.

»

Rom. vi.—* First pure, then peaceable ”; this is a divine prin-
ciple which has many illustrations. The world at large will
only arrive at peace when it has been purified by the terrible
doings of the Pripce of Peace, who will sit as a refiner’s fire
and a.fuller’s soap, before he speaks peace to the people. The
individual application of the principle is that which mostly con-
cerns us at the present moment. Purity must precede glori-
fication. It is written of the Holy City : * There shall not enter
therein anything that defileth”. The list of excluded persons
includes drunkards, revilers, extortioners, fornicators, adulterers,
effeminate, abusers of themselves with mankind ” (1 Cor. vi. 9).
Nothing is more incontrovertible in our most holy faith, than that
righteousness of a high order is indispensable to secure approval
at the hands of the Judge of the quick and dead. A continuance
in sin in any form is fatal to oyr prospects in relation to that
great day when every man will stand nakedly revealed in the
presence of men and angels.

This is the lesson brought out in the chapter read, in which
are certain callateral aspects of the question interesting to
follow. In the fifth chapter Paul had said, “ The law en-
tered that sin might abound, that where sin abaunded, grace
might also much more abound ”, This, at first sight, strange
statement, yields some heautiful ideas when closely considered,
as is the case with all Scriptural things. Paul elsewhere says,
“ 1 had not known sin but by the law . This is true; for “sin
is- the transgression of the law ”, and “ where there is no law,
there is no transgression”. A short-sighted philosophy says,
“The more the pity, then, that there ever was a law to trans-
gress”. “ Away with the law ”, says this: philosophy, “and we
shall get rid of the sin and all its consequences”. A short-
sighted philosophy indeed! How would it do applied to common
things? We see a criminal walked off to prison. If there were
mo law in England, he could not commit crime, for it is the
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breaking of the law that constitutescrime, and brings him into
the clutches of the policeman. Shall we say then, “ Abolish the
law that we may get rid of crime, and so save many a human
being the pains and penalties resulting ”?  This would be the
folly of those who, in their presumption, criticize God. No, No;
in getting rid of the law, we should not only get rid of the con-
sequences of breaking it, but all the excellent consequences
attending the keeping of it. We should get rid of security, and
peace, and property, and life. There must be law. There can
be no good thing without it.  Existence itself springs from and
continues by conformity to law. Without law, there’ would be
chaos, confusion, and every evil thing.  The lawless critics who
would get rid of God, would be the first to bemoan their calamity
if the sun took to rising at uncertain hours, and keeping away
for uncertain days altogether. Suppose, for a change, the con-
densing vapours of the atmosphere forgot to condense and
deprived us of rain, or took to raining up instead of down? The
brutish creatures, who consider not the operations of the Al-
mighty hand, woull make a great outery for the re-establishment
of law, c¢ven if the rain is sometimes disagreeable and the sun
hot. Stability of law in the physical and moral, gives a basis
for the peaceful development of rational well-being ; and it
operates to this result by the very pain which its infraction
causcs. In a family where law is maintained, you have whips,
and tears, but then vou have also the sunshine after the rain—
the beautiful spectacle of obedient, intelligent, cheerful children,
whose society is not a nuisance. In families where there is no
law the children escape the rod, but they get something which is
a thousand times worse—the misery of undeveloped minds and
wilful wicked dispositions, which repel sympathy and lead at
last into all sorrow. There is no finer spectacle on earth—it
is the beauty of heaven itself—than complete and intelligent
submission to law, the disobedience of which is known to bring
evil consequences,  Away from law there is nothing but
chaos and death. It is, therefore, a madman’s criticism to find
fault with the introduction of law because it leads to sin.

“The law entered that sin might abound ”, not for the sake
of sin, but for the sake of what sin would give; an opportunity
of developing: * that where sin abounded, grace might also
much more abound ”.

We cannot doubt that God foresaw the consequences of intro-
ducing law—first in Eden, then at Sinai-—wiz., that “ all the world
would become guilty before God”, and therefore, utterly lost,
giving the opportunity for His kindness to come into play, with
the result of drawing eternal gratitude and glory to Himself, and






