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The Day of Atonement

By Dr. John Thomas
" Behold, now is the time of Acceptance ; now is the day of Salvation"

The Day of Atonement, its numerous sacrifices, and the various
rites enjoined, all deserve our most careful attention ; not only
from the supreme importance attached to them under the Mosaic
Law, but from their frequent mention ill the New Testament, and
from their typical bearing on the events of our own time, or those
which will shortly come to pass.

By the Jews it is called emphatically THE DAY. It is the day
of condemning, avenging, and covering of Sin—yom hak-Kiphpurim
—a Day of Coverings; on it the sins of the whole Jewish nation
were covered over ; on it the High Priest performed all the functions
of ordinary priests ; and on this day only he entered the Holy
of Holies, or the most holy chamber, or division, of the Temple
beyond the Veil. The day was considered as a Sabbath, or rest,
a festival, and the strictest of fasts; and it consecrated in itself
the solemnities proper to each of these, and it had a longer period
of preparation preceding it than any other holy day required.

The High Priest performed all those services appointed for the
Tabernacle—the daily, the sabbatical, and the festival services, as
well as those peculiar to this day, and he finished by reading to
the people.

Tisri was the first month of the Civil Year and the seventh of
the Ecclesiastical Year, and the 10th of Tisri was the Day of Cover-
ings, termed in the English Version " the Day of Atonement."
From the 1st to the 7th are called " days of conversion/' because
in them they turned to Yahweh in preparation for the 10th. The
8th and 9th were styled " terrible days/' On these they clothed
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themselves with sackcloth and began to afflict their souls. At
sunset on the 9th Tisri the Fast began. No food was allowed,
except in cases of extreme necessity, and even then the quantity
was limited to what a date shell could hold. Seven days before the
Fast the High Priest took up his abode in the Temple, purifying
himself, and practising those various sacrifices and other offices
which he would have to perform on the 10th. On the 9th he fed
sparingly, concluding before sunset; during the night he was
attended by the younger priests, who read to him and prevented
his sleeping, lest his dreams should be unholy. Others watched
for the approach of day, and at the first streak of dawn they roused
the High Priest to the arduous duties of the day. There were fifteen
victims he must slay, divide, wash, and offer in sacrifice, as far as
possible with his own hands. He must wash his whole body five
times ; and change his garments six times during the day; and
the fast must be as strictly observed by him as the rest of the
people. He went into the Holy of Holies four times during the
day:—

1. With the Incense.
2. With the Blood of the Bullock.
3. With the Blood of the Goat.
4. At the conclusion of the sacrifices to bring out the Incense.

When the Day of Covering dawned the High Priest put off his
ordinary garments, immersed his whole body, and five times washed
his hands and feet; he then put on the holy golden garments, and
addressed himself to the service of the day.

He first slew the daily sacrifice—a lamb—burnt its members,
offered the morning incense, trimmed the lamps, and went through
the ordinary morning service. He then offered the bullock, and
seven lambs, appointed for extraordinary significant days, and
again washed his hands and feet. He then put off the golden gar-
ments, bathed himself, and put on the linen garments, appropriate
to the day (Lev. xvi. 4) ; and now began the service peculiar to it.

He first went to his own bullock (Lev. xvi. 6), which was between
the Temple and the Altar, and putting both his hands upon its
head, confessed his sins. Leaving the bullock in the hands of a
keeper, he went to cast lots for the two goats in the north-east
quarter of the Court below the Altar. The lots were inscribed, the
one " For Yahweh " ; the other " For Scapegoat/' when it was
taken to the east gate of the Temple, which looketh toward the
Mount of Olives, whence it was to be sent into the Wilderness in
due time, the victim-goat remaining where it was.

He returned to his bullock and, confessing again over him his
own sins and those of the sons of Aaron and of the holy people,
he slew the bullock, and gave the blood to a priest, who stirred it
up to prevent coagulation.

He now took the Censer, filled it with burning coals from the
Brazen Altar ; then took a handful of incense from a vessel which
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was brought to him, and threw it into another dish. He took
the censer of coals in his right hand, the dish of incense in his left,
and entering the first time into the Holy of Holies through the
Veil, placed the burning censer in front of the Ark of the Covenant,
poured the incense into his hand, scattered it on the coals, waited
till the place was filled with smoke, and then came out backwards,
his face being towards the Ark.

On reaching the Court of the Priests, he took the blood of the
bullock, which had been kept stirred, and sprinkled it upon the
Mercy Seat, eastward; and before it seven times. Coming out
again from the Most Holy, he left the remaining blood in the Holy
Place, He now went out and slew the victim-goat, and going with
his blood into the Holy of Holies a third time, sprinkled it also before
the Mercy Seat. Coming out, he set it down in the Holy Place,
and sprinkled the blood of the bullock before the Veil, then the
blood of the goat also. He then mingled both bloods in one vessel,
and sprinkled the Golden Altar and vessels of the Sanctuary ; and,
going out, poured the remaining blood under the Brazen Altar.

These things transacted, he next sent away the Scapegoat,
having laid his hands on his head and confessed the Sins of the
people. While the Scapegoat was being conveyed away the High
rriest went on with the service of the day. He divided the bullock
and goat he had slain, and whose blood he had taken within the
Veil; he burnt their fat and incense upon the Brazen Altar, but *
sent their carcases to be burnt without the Camp or City. By this
time the Scapegoat had reached the Wilderness, which event, they
say, was known by the whitening of the scarlet fillet on the door-
post.

The High Priest then read certain portions of the Law, recited
eight prayers, washed his hands and his feet, put off the linen gar-
ment, bathed, put on his golden garments, and washed his hands
and feet. He then offered a ram for himself, another for the people,
and seven lambs as extra oblations for the day. At length he
offered the daily evening sacrifice, washed his hands and feet, put
off the golden garments, bathed, put on the linen garments, washed
his hands and feet, and, going a fourth time into the Holy of Holies,
brought out the Censer and the dish, which he had left there at
the beginning of the service of the day. Washing his hands and
feet, he put off the linen garments, bathed, put on the golden garments,
washed his hands and feet, offered the evening-incense, and trimmed
the lamps. Then finally washing his hands and feet, he put off the
golden garments, resumed his ordinary dress, and went home,
followed by the people and congratulated by his friends.

In solving the enigma of this Mosaic Day of Coverings, it should
be remembered that Christ's person, Christ's office, Christ's sacrifice
and one time of offering it, the Eternal Spirit in flesh, or Christ
alone could fill—to shew forth any one of these several types com-
bined ; and as each type requires its own time, there must be for
each one of Christ's offices several times in the types. The Christ
in his single person embodies the paschal lamb and its blood of
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sprinkling; the victims of the Day of Coverings and their blood
of sprinkling ; the bodies burnt without the Camp ; and the High
Priest who entered the Holy of Holies. All the types concentre in
the Eternal Spirit Incarnate—the Christ; and therefore, in applying
them to Him, we are under the necessity of giving our whole attention
to the meaning of the emblem, not to its circumstances. We must
stop, in our application of the types to Christ, at that point where
they foreshow his person or offices, and not apply to THE GREAT
ANTITYPE the various times, places, and circumstances which are
only meant to give necessary locality to the several types. But
when the finished work of the Christ comes to be applied to the
faithful, or to successive generations; or when we endeavour to
trace out the course of His future manifestations, the time and
order observed in the type become important features in our
enquiry, and an attention to this distinction removes some difficulty
in the case.

The Day of Coverings was a day of sacrifice in a pre-eminent
degree—a day of death, of burning, and of blood—" A day of blood,
and fire, and cloud of smoke." It was a day also of confession of
sin, tribulation, and pardon ; so that it became a day of acceptance
and a day of salvation. This was the character of the Mosaic
Pattern ; of a single day in every year of the Times of the Ages;
and it foreshadowed a day of like character—a " Now," which Paul
says, is the time of acceptance, and the day of salvation (2 Cor. vi. 2).

This Antitypical Day of Coverings has already continued for
many centuries. Its preparation began with the entrance of the
Eternal Spirit into its personal Temple (John ii. 21) when He
descended on Jesus in the form of a dove ; the slaying of the bullock
and the goat; the burning of their carcases without the camp;
and the carrying of the burning censer into the Holy of Holies—
has been fulfilled in the death and resurrection and ascension of
Jesus, who, like the Scapegoat, is absent from the Camp of Israel.
The handful of incense, the prayers of the little flock, still smokes
before the Ark. The censer remains there ; yea, must remain there
till the day is terminated and its service complete. While it is
smoking before the Ark, blood flows and the fire burns. Sin has
been condemned in the flesh ; and the household or Sanctuary of
the Eternal Spirit reconciled; but all its members have not yet
been brought in. When these are complete " the Hour of Judg-
ment," the last hour of the Day of Atonement, will have come.
The law will then be proclaimed from Zion by the High Priest in
his golden garments. The Jubilee trumpet will sound, and Israel
shall return. In this terrible crisis Babylon falls, the harvest is
reaped, the vintage gathered, the wine-press trodden, and the Times
of the Gentiles fulfilled. Their Kingdoms become the Kingdoms of
Yahweh ; Israel is pardoned ; the nations blessed in Abraham and
his Seed ; the Day of Atonement consummated ; and the Feast of
Tabernacles, the Feast of the 15th of Tisri, inaugurated to the joy
of all the earth.—(" Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come" 18β1,
pp. 201-203.)



THE BEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN

A New Year's Message

Prom Brother Robert Roberts
(To the brethren and sisters of the Lord Jesus Christ—" scattered

abroad," written by bro. Roberts on behalf of the ecdesia in Halifax
fwl861).

BELOVED,
Accept the cordial greeting of the Church of Halifax, who once

more seeks to turn this kindly season to profitable account.
Since last we sent our salutations, twelve months have been

added to our lives; and it is important to pause and consider
whether that twelve months have been a period of Christian activity
and holiness, or a time of worldliness and indifference. Let us
never forget that Jesus, our Lord and Master, has sent this message
to the Churches ; " I will give to every one of you according to
your works " (Rev. ii. 23), and has issued the inexorable decree
" The unprofitable servant shall be cast out " (Matt. xxiv. 30). Are
we fully alive to this ? Are we adding yearly to our stock of good
works, of profitable service? We cannot, it is true, do all that
we could wish—we cannot altogether get at that blissful perfection
which, in our hearts, we may desire to attain ; but do we give
ourselves as much ordinary concern to be profitable servants of
Christ as we do to be prosperous and respected in worldly matters ?
Are we equally good Christians as we are good tradesmen and men
of business ? Are we as much interested in the Future as we are in
the Present? Do we love Christ and His precious promises as
much as we do this world and its concerns ? It is to be fear-
ed that if these questions were very truthfully answered, most
of us would be found lamentably shortcoming. Most of us
can understand, argue, and perhaps preach about the glorious
Gospel of the blessed God. Most of us can give a reason for the
blessed Hope of Life that is within us ; but it is to be feared that
in too many instances we carry our faith more in our heads than
in our hearts—having our understandings enlightened but our
affections little softened by that gracious love of Christ which
passeth all understanding. It is perhaps but too true of most of
us that while we may know sound doctrine, we fail in the practical
part of Christianity, being but superficially acquainted with the
precepts as affecting our everyday behaviour; and still more
backward in obeying them when we do know them. In a word,
the good seed may have been sown in our hearts, and yet the fruit
may be of tardy growth on account of the abundance and vigour
of those other plants which find but too ready a vegetation in its
soil. It is to be feared that we allow ourselves to be influenced
by the strangely secular spirit of the age, and our Christianity to
be diluted with prevailing worldliness. Let us fear I for neither
the worldly minded nor the lukewarm shall inherit the Kingdom of
God. Let us guard against faint-heartedness. Let us strive.40
make our Christianity honest, straightforward, and unblushing.
We are apt to be over-ridden by the external circumstances of the
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time. Let it be otherwise. Let our characters be known in our
circles ; let our light shine in the surrounding darkness; and so
may we glorify our Father in Heaven and receive His approval at
last.

With regard to the affairs of this life, hear the words of our
beloved Master: " Take no thought for to-morrow, saying, What
shall we eat ? or, What shall we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed ? (for after all these things the Gentiles seek), for your
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of these things : but
seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added unto you " (Matt. vi. 31-33). How very few
of us act in this spirit! Are we not apt to worry ourselves about
the affairs of this life ? Are we not apt to make them the chief
concern of our thoughts and the supreme object of our efforts,
instead of throwing our heart and soul into the Christian life, and
cherishing the love of Christ, the love of the brethren, and the desire
for the spread and triumph of the Truth, as the passions of our
souls ? Are we not apt to lose sight of the blessed assurance of
our Master and to make our secular business the chief concern of
existence, when they ought to be altogether secondary and sub-
ordinate ?

Brethren, let us take heed lest " the cares of this world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word and it becomes unfruitful."
Let us not be weary in well-doing. Many have run well for a time
and have at last made shipwreck. Let us take warning. Let us
give diligent attention to the precious word of God, which is able
to build us up in our most holy faith. This is a most important
exhortation, for if a man neglects the reading of the Scriptures, or
if he only attend to it in an occasional manner, his spiritual life
will fade and his mind will be gradually but certainly leavened
with the deceptive principles around him.

In regard to our own personal condition, we know whether we
are warm in our hearts towards Christ, His truth and His brethren,
or no ; for " where the treasure is, there will the heart be also "
(Matt. vi. 21). There cannot therefore be any mistake. Are we
doubtful ? Have we qualms of conscience ? " God is greater than
our heart," and will disapprove what it condemns. Are we pleased
with ourselves, and looking forward with confidence to the coming
of our Lord and Master ? Only one thing can justify that con-
fidence—the consciousness of a holy Christian life—the answer of
a good conscience toward God. " Not every one that saith Lord,
Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom, but he that doeth the will of
my Father that is in Heaven " (Matt. vii. 21). " He that keepeth
my commandments, he it is that loveth me " (John xiv. 21). '· Ye
are my friends if ye do whatsoever I command you " (John xv, 44).
There can therefore be no mistake about "the terms of friendship and
ultimate acceptance. Mere sentiment is idleness; unwarranted
self-complacence is delusion. " The words that I have spoken, the
same shall judge you in the last day " (John xii. 48). " I f a man
love me he will keep my words " (John xiv. 23). Let us measure
ourselves by this standard. We have believed the Glad Tidings
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of the Kingdom of God and Eternal Life, and have been baptised
into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. That is the
first aGt of obedience—the first act of consecration, but what a
work remains to be accomplished! " All things WHATSOEVER I
have commanded " (Matt, xxviii. 20). That is the measure of our
duty, of our goodness. Have we filled it ?

Brethren, let us devoutly study the commandments of our
Lord Jesus Christ and of His apostles, and be careful to obey them
all in our lives, for upon that depends our ultimate salvation. If
we do so, we shall be patterns of excellence—beautiful characters—
noble men and women—glorifying the name of our Father in Heaven.

A few words in conclusion in regard to the spreading of the
Truth. We have come to know God's blessed Word; and hereby
has been given to us a most precious talent. Are we alive to its
true value, and to the obligation that rests upon us to increase
it ? It is to be feared not. Some altogether neglect the duty of
helping to disseminate the glorious Gospel among their perishing
fellow-men; and it is to be regretted that some even go farther,
and discourage efforts in that direction. This is a misfortune ; for
our common benevolence prompts us to proclaim salvation to our
fellow-men, and to place within their reach the same opportunities
of obtaining it that we ourselves enjoy. Moreover, does not impera-
tive duty call upon us to do so ? " Let him that heareth say,
Come." What higher commission do we require ? Have we not
heard ? And shall we not then say " Come " ?

It is not enough to say that they have the Bible (although ujton
them is cast a fearful responsibility by this circumstance). They
have the Bible, it is true, but is it not a sealed book among the
people ? And, more, is it not a neglected book ? There might
as well be no Bible in the world as far as the great body of man-
kind are concerned. We have thus an exalted function to perform
—a noble opportunity to turn to account; and shall we indulge
in ignoble indolence ? Shall we shrink from the task of unfolding
the Bible's blessed truths to the perishing, and unsealing its gushing
inspiration ? To put the matter in another light—shall we refrain
from giving a testimony for God in this conceited, hard-hearted,
unbelieving generation ? *·

The common instinct of the brethren will supply the right
answer; and if in the estimation of some that answer be a wrong
one, we put it to them whether such an occupation for brethren
would be displeasing to Christ, or altogether; unprofitable to them-
selves ? or whether the retrospect of their livfes is likely on a death-
bed to be any the sweeter for having acted otherwise ?

Let us, beloved brethren, work while it is called to-day. Let
us labour in love, and patience, and a| the close of our lives may
the measure of our service be full; and may we all obtain an
abundant entrance into the everlasting Kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

The brethren of Halifax cordially salute you. On behalf of the
Church, ,
January, 1861. , ROBERT ROBERTS.
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Editorial
THE PAST YEAR: A REVIEW OF THE SIGNS

The past year witnessed a remarkable development in the Signs
indicative of the nearness of the return of Christ, and as we enter
upon a New Year the thoughts of all true "watchmen" are inclined
with increasing interest to the question, "How long*11 Will Christ
come in 1930 ?

At Home, the outstanding feature in the political world, has been
the return of a Labour Government, as the result of the General Elec-
tion in May. In the short time in wfcich the Government has been
in power, a great step forward has been taken in the development of
friendship between the two great English-speaking Countries, Britain
and America, which is exactly in harmony with the requirements
of the xxxviiith chapter of Ezekiel. "The young lions'1 of the
United States of America will, we have no doubt, be found at the
side of the British Lion power at the crisis of human affairs in the
near future. As this friendliness between Britain and America
deepens, as assuredly it will, we may be certain that Britain will be-
come more and more isolated in Europe, and especially estranged
from France where already Anglo-American friendliness is viewed
with much misgiving. Thus the situation has further developed
during the past year, and on precisely the lines indicated in the
"Sure word of prophecy1*. The "peace and safety" movement has
also been given a great impetus by the activities of the British
Prime Minister, largely as the result of his recent visit to the
President of the United States of America. Leading statesmen,
politicians, Church dignitaries and journalists are everywhere uniting
their voices in crying, "Peace and safety", but "they know not the
thoughts of the Lord, neither understand they His counsel*'
(Micah iv. 12). " For when they shall say, peace and safetyt then
sudden destruction cotneth upon them ** (l Thess. v. 3). The Prime
Minister no doubt, feels and believes that his actions are prompted
solely by his own earnest desire for peace and prosperity, but the
fact is, that beyond all question, he is the instrument in God's hand,
by which all things are being irresistibly developed towards the
fulfillment of the Divine purpose.

Abroad, the leading event of the year is the recognition of the
Pope as a Temporal Sovereign, who since A.D. 1870 has been a
" prisoner" in the Vatican, but the year now closing has witnessed
the end 'tftitnis condition. Italy has at last agreed to recognise the
existencefpf a Papal State, and has granted a small portion of
territory ib the new " sovereign". A News Agency, commenting on
these events, says: "One of the most important results will be that
the Vatican will participate 4n_Jnternational Conferences as a
Sovereign State". This is exactly what all enlightened " watchers11



THEiBEREAN CHRISTADELPHIAN 9

have looked for. The revival of Papal influence is in preparation
for the rapidly approaching conflict between Christ on the one
hand» and the ten horns in combination with the beast, on the other
hand (Rev. xvii. 13). ^Thatwe now see the Pope in the required
position, surely indicates the nearness of the events. It is probably
nothing more than a coincidence that this important development
should have occurred in the centenary year of Catholic Emanci-
pation ; the combined effect of these two events, however, was seen
in the successful opposition of the Papacy to the proposed visit of
the Archbishop of Canterbury to Jerusalem in the early part of the
year. It is just an indication of the increasing influence and power
of the Papacy, destined shortly to lead to the fulfillment of the
prophecy, "She saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no
widow" (Rev. xviii. 7).

Concurrently, the past year has seen much progress in Jewish
affairs. Zionism is to-day a greater force in the political situation
than ever before; as noticed in the Berean Christadelphian for
September, Jewish Unity is increasing, and more pronounced than
at any time since Zionism became a fact. The recent riots in
Palestine are merely a passing phase; the British Government has
a Divinely-appointed mission in Palestine, and the recent troubles
will quite likely lead to a stronger and more determined application
to her task of protecting God's people.

Elsewhere the signs^develop: Russia prepares for the coming
struggle in the Holy Land: universal war-preparation continues on
a tremendous scale, in spite of the $reat cry of "peace"; and the
year closes with many indications of trouble in various directions ;
Italy, Spain, Poland, Russia and China, all indicate "coming
troubles". At the samfe time, irreligion and a desire to get rid of
the Bible is almost universal, aud increasing. Men's hearts, are
truly "failing them for fear" but they know not what is coming.
God's word alone reveals the secret, and this they refuse to hear.
"A time of trouble such as never was" will shortly burst upon the
world; "the Lord will roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from
Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the
Lord will be the hope of his people" (Joel iii 16).

What is to the world a source of distress and dismay, is to us a
matter of hope and encouragement. The signs we have mentioned
indicate the speedy realisation of our hope: the return of our
Lord: the resurrection of the dead: the Judgment-Seat, and the
bestowal of immortality upon the faithful: the marriage-supper of
the Lamb, and the everlasting joy and peace of the Kingdom of God.

"Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion" (Psa.
liii, 6).

mmammnmi_mam!mm^^ w.j.w.

" I SAY UNTO ALL, WATCH "—Jesus.
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Notes by the Way
VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA.—Vancouver, which is a city of about

300,000 inhabitants, is the chief Pacific port of the Dominion of
Canada. It has one of the finest natural harbours in the world.
It is the terminus not only of the great Canadian Pacific, and the
Canadian National Railway systems, but also of over fifty British,
Australian, and Asiatic steamship lines.

Its increasing Oriental trade and the shipping of wheat to
Europe, by the way of the Panama Canal, have revolutionized the
status of this port in recent years.

Stanley Park, which is situated on a peninsula extending into
the Burrard Inlet, which before 1885 was a dense forest, is now one
of the finest parks in the Dominion. We spent a very pleasant day
in this park and vicinity in the company of bro. and sis. Cotton and
brethren Allen and Saville.

Among the varied interesting experiences of the day was that
of driving the auto in which we rode into the very centre of the trunk
of a great tree and having a picture of the company taken there.
Its " height was exalted above all the trees/1 yet it is but one of
the many bi^ trees of great age to be seen on the Pacific coast.

On our iin>t visit to Vancouver we found the ecclesia apparently
clothed with the Truth as with a garment, and we greatly enjoyed
their fellowship in the gospel. But on our second journey around
we marvelled that they were " so soon removed from the grace of
Christ unto another gospel." There were some who troubled them,
perverting the gospel of Christ.

Many in the ecclesia had quite changed their dress of thought or
expression and lost their early character. The ecclesia had been
invaded by influences and false teaching from Birmingham and
Buffalo which caused much dissension.

Some were preaching " another Jesus/' one in whom there was
no sin in the flesh—one not so much in the Scriptural " holy "
state as in a most holy state—one, therefore, in whom sin could not
be condemned.

Concerning this class of " deceivers " the Apostle John wrote,
saying :

" Whosoever transgresseth and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ hath not God/'

The command was also given to " receive not " such into fellow-
ship. The Apostle's language is very strong, showing the great
importance of the truth that such deny.

If our " sinful flesh " was not laid upon Christ, then he cannot
feel for us, because in that case he had no law in his members,
warring against the law of his mind, and therefore was not " in all
points tempted like as we are " ; neither could he destroy the
diabolos through his death. But as all this is opposed to the law
and the testimony, we are enjoined to beware of any such departure
from the essential truth relating to the person and work of our
blessed Lord.
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We therefore submitted with much sorrow of heart to the divine
command, not to bid God-speed to the erring by fellowship. Our
action, however, was quite contrary to the course suggested by
brethren C. C. Walker and Henry Sulley, which is quite modern
and affords the most favourable conditions and opportunities for
an erring brother " to spread his heretical views far and wide."

The former claims we have no right to judge, especially in a
foreign country, while the latter asserts we should wait until the
false teacher comes to the door of our own local ecclesia. Bro.
Sulley writes if " a brother in Timbuctoo (his new name for Buffalo)
erring in doctrine and trying to spread his heretical views far and
wide," and some " for the sake of purity make a stand against the
error and withdraw from the distant brother," and refuse to
co-operate with those who do not assent to their (the apostolic—
B. J. D.) definition of the matter. This, says bro. Sulley, " is
going too far.'1 He further says: " It is quite sufficient to deal
with error when it comes to your doors/1

We quite readily admit that "this is going too far'1 to suit the
convenience of the false teacher. He could then no longer wink at
the opportunity afforded him by such as the brethren above named,
to lead " the simple " astray by good words and fair speeches, into
a way that seemeth right unto himself, but the end of which is
death.

However, when the apostolic course is taken it does accomplish
at once, in the ecclesias, that which Paul declared must be done in
all such cases, namely :

" Whose mouths must be stopped."
But oh I let us ponder ! How strikingly different is this

WAITING POLICY OF DOUBT,
followed by brethren Walker and Sulley, to that pursued by the
Apostle Paul when dealing with the case of a " distant brother " ?
Concerning such he wrote the following " wholesome words " from
a far distant point in Northern Macedonia to quite a remote city
in Southern Achaia, saying :

" For I verily as absent in body but present in Spirit, have
judged already as though I were present."

He did not keep the distant ecclesias waiting for a helping hand
that never came. He did not hesitate nor demur in this or in any
other case of " a brother at a distance/1 He determined at once
what ought to be done and wrote accordingly, and the words he
penned have been " written for our learning " —

" for our admonition upon whom the ends of the world hav?
come." • ι

Paul's directions to all ecclesias were, and are, to withdraw from
all false and corrupt teaching, whenever and wherever persistently
manifested, delivering such unto the adversary—that is, the world—
that the false teaching of " the flesh," of whatever character it
might be, may be destroyed or purged out of the ecclesia, that the
Spirit " lump " may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.
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Thus it is made manifest that the salvation of those who believe
and teach the words of the Spirit hinges upon strict obedience to
this divine command, that they be not partakers of the evil deeds
of others by bidding them God-speed through fellowship, which is
the most efficient method of doing so—the most expressive manner
of wishing success.

The Apostle would have us attend to such matters at once,
whether the error be in precept or practice, for saith he : /

" Know ye not that a little leayei% leaveneth the whole lump'9

There must be no unnecessary ^r lengthy delay such as the
above named brethren suggest and teach—namely, waitingHfor the
" distant brother " to come on a long and weary journey from a
" foreign country," even from " Timbuctoo " to Birmingham or
Nottingham where they may do, at their leisure, and in their own
town or city, the work they should have done long ago, before the
leaven of false doctrine had wrought the chaos and confusion
which it did.

The teaching of the Scripture is that " the rejection of the faith
or the Commandments of Christ by any brother justifies withdrawal
from that brother, or if it be by an assembly it justifies the formation
of a separate assembly/'

Realizing these things a few faithful brethren in the Vancouver
meeting came out from among them at that time, concentrating on
obedience to the divine precept to " preserve in its brightness the
two-edged sword ·' by maintaining the purity of first principles, in
doctrine and practice.

This little company have with the Lord's blessing increased
their number almost ten-fold. They now constitute the Graveley
Street ecclesia and have been faithfully functioning for about five
years. Our bro. John B. Allan is the Recorder, and his address
is given on the third cover page of this magazine.

During our last visit to Vancouver we had the privilege of con-
versing with some members of the Main Street meeting, but the
result was rather beclouding. This is the hall where all formerly met.
Some claimed they were in fellowship with Temperance Hall and
bro. Strickler, while others stoutly denied that they were in
fellowship with either. One thing, however, they were all agreed
upon—namely, they were in fellowship with the Victoria, B.C.,
ecclesias. We say " ecclesias " because in this city there are two
ecclesias. They separated on what appeared to them a deep and
seemingly answerless (?) question: " Who should do the
speaking ? " !! On our arrival there we found both companies
rather proud of their association and fellowship with bro.
Strickler and Temperance Hall. So this determined the question
without doubt as to the fellowship the Main Street meeting in
Vancouver were really in—unquestionably the Walker-Strickler
fellowship.

When this became known several members of the Main Street
meeting, realizing they had been led into deception unawares,
severed their connection with that meeting and identified them-


