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Ecclesial News
MIAMI, Flo.—3428 S. W. 65th—Sum Sell. 10 a.m.; Memorial 10:30.

LOVING greetings in Jesus.

At the close of this another
year of waiting, we wonder
"How long, Ο Lord our Savior,
wilt thou remain away?" Dur-
ing these days of waiting we
endeavor, with our Heavenly
Father's help and guidance, to
hold fast the Truth in these evil
days.

Our monthly visits to Deer-
field Beach to break bread with
our bro. & sis. Fred Gulbe af-
ford us much spiritual and mu-
tual benefit. Bro. Gulbe, who
was 83 last June, still takes his
turn at presiding and exhorting
at the Memorial Table. Sis. Gul-
be, like all of us, is suffering
the afflictions of the flesh.
Their address is: Box 743, Deer-
field Beach, Florida 33441. They
always appreciate messages of
remembrance from the brethren
and sisters.

On Sunday, Dec. 27, we were

greatly encouraged by a vieit
from bro. & sis. Bob Philip, of
Toronto, Canada. Bro. Philip
exhorted us to hold fast to God's
sure Word of promise, drawing
our attention to the frail and
ever-changing rulers among the
nations: Kennedy in America,
Wilson in Britain, changes in
Russia, India, Geonany, Italy,
etc. We were especially re-
minded of the great, and final,
and lasting change that will
take place when—

"The Lord shall be King
over all the earth: in that day
there shall be one Lord, and
His Name one."

We are always happy to
have the company of any of like
precious Faitlh who are able to
visit us.

With much love in the bonds
of the Everlasting Covenant.

Your brother in Christ Jesus,
T. S. Lumley

o(>o

Ecclesial Directory
Will all recording brethren, and all in isolation, please send

us the following information:
1. Ecclesial address and phone. 2. Meeting times.
3. Recording brother's name, address and phone.

Will ALL please send this, regardless of whether they believe
we already have the information, or not.

As soon as we get sufficient response, we plan, if the Lord
will, to print a list regularly.

Fraternal Gatherings
(If The Lord Will)

Η YE, Texas: July 26 to August 1
Write: Bro. C. Banta, 815 Boston Ave., Deer Park, Texas 77536

Please notify bro. Banta, preferably before May 1, of desired motel
accommodation.

* • •• Inside Front Cover

Please notify us as SOON AS POSSIBLE of all proposed Frater-
nal gatherings. Many brethren have to select their vacation periods
months in advance—often by January 1—to secure the time.



EDITORIAL

The Joy of the Lord Is Your Strength
uAnd all the people went their way . . to make great mirth

because they had understood the words that were
declared unto them"—Nehemiah 8:12

AMONG the many examples
of faithful men and women,
whose faith and works are re-
corded in the Bible, the name
of Nehemiah stands high on the
list. Although not a prophet, he
was a prominent man of Israel,
and left a record which has be-
come a great source of instruc-
tion and comfort to many who
know and love the Truth. His
unusual character was of three-
fold formation:—

1. He adhered rigidly to his
duties.

2. He was stern when oppos-
ing wrong.

3. Above all, he had an un-
wavering faith in God.

Nehemiah comes to our at-
tention in the year 446 BC,
which was the 20th year of the
Persian king Artaxerxes, whom
he was serving as cupbearer.
The office was one of the most
dignified in an Oriental king-
dom, and it said much for the
character of Nehemiah that he,
a stranger and a foreigner,
should have been appointed to
such an office at the Persian
court,

From his brother Hanani, he
learned of the sad plight of his
people in Jerusalem, and be-
came sorely downcast when he
was told that the walls of the
city were broken down, and the
gates were burned with fire.
From a mere human point of
view, there was no cause for
his sorrow. He could have said,

"1 have a high position in the
service of the king, and am be-
ing well paid. It is almost 800
miles to Jerusalem, and there
must be men there who can get
busy and make the necessary
repairs.''

Consecrated service in the
Truth alters the ways of the
natural man, and causes him to
seek the welfare of others.
Therefore, when the sad news
came to him, Nehemiah—

"Sat down and wept, and
mourned, and fasted certain
days, and prayed."

His fervent prayer appears
in Neh. 1:5-11, and is a noble
example for every one of us.
Unlike the Pharisee in the para-
ble of Jesus, he did not "thank
God that he was not as other
men." Nor was he unmindful of
the majesty of God, for he opens
his prayer in a most dignified
manner—

"I beseech Thee, Ο Lord
God of heaven, the great and
terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and mercy for them
that love Him and observe His
commandments.

Nehemiah not only recog-
nized the supremacy of God,
but he realized his own position,
for he not only confessed the
sins of the people, but said—

"Both I and my father's
house have sinned."

If a man of his high cali-
ber could evaluate himself in
the way just indicated, should
not a little self-examination con-
vince us that no matter how
firmly we try to walk in the
Truth, we still come far short of
the standard set before us? Is
that not what we are to under-
stand from the words of Jesus

"When ye shall have done
ALL those things which are
commanded you, say,

"We are unprofitable ser-
vants: we have done that
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which was our duty to do."
Another severe lesson we

learn from these words, is that
there is no place in our lives
for pride. It is one of the prod-
ucts of the flesh, and therefore
one of the forms of sin that we
are expected to overcome, for
God hates it.

Pride has many forms. One
can be proud of his achieve-
ments, of his social advantages,
and many other things. It will
be found to be synonymous with
conceit, vanity and self-esteem
and is, therefore, of the world,
and extremely displeasing to our
h e a v e n l y Father. Many are
proud of their humility.

There are many examples in
the Bible of how pride may be
manifested, and there is much
said about it. In Psa. 73:6 we
read that—

"Pride compasseth t h e m
about as a chain."

Prov. 11:2 declares—
"When pride cometh, then

cometh shame."
But one that should espe-

cially make us stop and con-
sider is found in Prov. 13:10—

"Only by pride cometh con-
tention."

Some time when we are
meditating upon divine things,
this would be a statement that
we would do well to consider.

* * *
THE principal work of Nehe-

miah was the repairing of the
city wall, which was accom-
plished in 52 days in spite of the
opposition of those who sought
to hinder the work. One of the
outstanding features in the
building of the wall is revealed
in Neh. 4:13-18. In this section,
he describes the manner in
which all of the people worked
together, and how they finished
the job; for, said Nehemiah—

"The people had a mind to
work."

This is all comprehended

in the one word, "cooperation."
The same idea is expressed by
the apostles in such words as
"like minded," "one mind" and
"one accord." We should think
seriously about it, because it is
the only way possible for an
ecclesia to succeed. If we do
not work together, we will fail
as Jesus said in Mark 3:25—

"And if a house be divided
against itself, that house can-
not stand."

One of the engrossing fea-
tures in the book of Nehemiah
is found in 8:8. It was the oc-
casion when the people gath-
ered together on one of the
streets, and Ezra the scribe
brought the Book of the Law be-
fore the whole assembly "both
of men and women, and all that
could hear with understanding."
Ezra was assisted by several of
the Levites who caused the peo-
ple to understand the Law—

"So they read in the Book
in the Law of God distinctly,
and gave the sense, and caused
them to understand the read-
ing."

That must have been a won-
derful experience for those peo-
ple, but in this they had no
advantage over us. Many of our
brethren can read distinctly,
and give the sense.

As to " c a u s i n g to under-
stand," no people on earth are
more blessed than we are. The
works of brethren Thomas and
Roberts were designed for that
very purpose. If we are truly
desirous of knowing the Truth,
then by all means let us read
their writings, but if we think
it does not matter what we be-
lieve, then we should read the
writings of those who criticize
Eureka.

* * *
ON the first day of each week,

when we come together, should
there not be great gladness
among us as we assemble on
the basis of knowledge and
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understanding? Is it not knowl-
edge that causes us to appreci-
ate the things concerning the
Kingdom of God, and the Name
of Jesus?

Let us remember, by all
means, that the Truth, which
we have learned to love, is the
only real thing of any value in
this life.

On every hand, we see men
and women striving with all
their power to become success-
ful in the arts or business. They
boast themselves in their ac-
complishments, but these things
are only temporary, and when
we become u n c o n s c i o u s in
death, our cares will cease, and
our advantages will be gone.
This truth is firmly set before
us in Ps. 49:16-20—

"Be not thou afraid when
one is made rich, when the
glory of his house is in-
creased; for when he dieth he
shall carry nothing away: his
glory shall not descend after
him

"Though while he lived he
blessed his soul: and men will
praise thee, when thou doest
well to thyself. He shall go
to the generation of his fa-
thers; they shall never see
light.

"Man that is in honor, and
understandeth not, is like the
beasts that perish/'

Wherein then lies wisdom?
It will be found in the words
of Jesus in Matt. θ:33—

"But seek ye first the King-
dom of God, and His right-
eousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you."

If it is our ardent desire to
meet with favor when the Lord
Jesus returns, then let up keep
continually before us such ex-
amples as that of Nehemiah, for
surely few men, in any age of
the world, have combined in
themselves the qualifications
that are essential for salvation
more than he did.

—Editor

Driven Into the Wilderness
"Kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation"

—1 Peter 1:5
By BROTHER JOHN THOMAS

THE probation of the Lord
Jesus is an interesting and im-
portant study, especially that
part of it styled the Temptation
of Satan. Paul, speaking of him
as the High Priest under the
New Constitution, says—

"He was put to the proof
in all things according to our
likeness, without transgres-
sion" (Heb. 4:15).

That is, "having taken hold
of the seed of Abraham," "being
found in fashion as a man," the
infirmities of human nature
were thus laid upon him. He
could sympathize with them ex-

perimentally, being, by the
feelings excited within him
when enticed, well acquainted
with all its weak points.

By examining the narrative of
his trial in the wilderness, we
shall find that he was proved
in all the assailable points of
human nature. As soon as he
was filled with the Spirit (Luke
4:1) at his baptism in the Jor-
dan, it immediately drove him
(Mark 1:12) into the wilderness
to be tempted of the devil (Matt.
4:1).

This was very remarkable.
The Spirit led him there that he
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might be put to the proof; but
not to tempt him; for, says the
apostle—

"Let no man say when he is
tempted, I am tempted of
God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither
tempteth He any man"
(James 1:13).

God, then, did not tempt
Jesus; though His Spirit con-
ducted him thither to be tempt-
ed, and that, too, "by the devil,"
or the enemy.

This enemy within the human
nature is the mind of the flesh,
which is enmity against God. It
is not subject to His law, nei-
ther indeed can be (Rom. 8:7).

The commandmen t of God,
which is "holy, just and good"—
being so restrictive of the pro-
pensities which in purely animal
men display themselves with
uncontrolled violence — makes
them appear in their true colors.
These turbulent propensities the
apostle styles "sin in the flesh,"
of which it is full; hence, he
also terms it "sinful flesh."

This is human nature; and the
evil in it—made so apparent by
the law of God—he personifies
as "pre-eminently A SINNER"
(Rom. 7:12, 13, 17, 18).

This is the accuser, adversary,
and calumniator of God, whose
stronghold is the flesh. It is the
devil and satan within the hu-
man nature; so that—

"When a man is tempted,
he is drawn away of his own
lust and enticed."

If a man examine himself,
he will perceive within him
something at work, craving after
things which the law of God
forbids. The best of men are
conscious of this enemy within
them. It troubled the apostle
so much, that he exclaimed—

"0, wretched man that I
am! Who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?"
(Rom. 7:24).

—or "this mortal body." He
thanked God that the Lord
Jesus Christ would do it; that is,
as he had himself been deliver-
ed from it, by God raising
him from the dead by His Spirit
(Rom. 8:11).

Human nature, or "sinful
flesh," has three principal chan-
nels through which it displays
its waywardness against the law
of God. These are expressed by
"the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of
life." All that is in the world
stands related to these points of
our nature; and there is no
temptation that can be devised,
but what assails it in one, or
more, of these three particulars.

The world without is the se-
ducer, which finds in all animal
men, unsubdued by the law and
testimony of God, a smpathizing
and friendly principle, ready at
all times to eat of its forbidden
fruit.

This sinful nature we inherit.
It is our misfortune, not our
crime, that we possess it. We
are only blameivorthy when—
BEING SUPPLIED WITH THE
POWER OF SUBDUING IT-^we
permit it to reign over us.

This power resides in "the
testimony of God" believed; so
that we—

"Are kept by the power of
God through faith unto salva-
tion" (1 Pet. 1:5).

This testimony ought to
dwell in us as it dwelt in the
Lord Jesus; so that, as with
the shield of faith, the fiery
assaults of the world may be
quenched (Ephesians 6:16) by a
"Thus it is written" and "Thus
saith the Lord."

* * *
JESUS was prepared by the

exhaustion of a long fast, for an
appeal to the desire of his flesh
for food. Hunger, it is said, will
break through stone walls. "He
was hungry."
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At this crisis, "the Tempter
came to him." Who he was does
not appear. Perhaps, Paul refers
to him, saying—

"Satan himself is transform-
ed into an angel of light"
(2 Cor. 11:14).

Some one "came to him"
who was his adversary, and who
desired his ruin; or, at least, act-
ed the part of one on the same
principle that the adversary was
permitted to put the fidelity of
Job to the proof. The trial of
this eminent son of God, was
perhaps recorded as an illustra-
tion of the temptation of the
Son of God, even Jesus, to
whom—

"T.iere was none like in
the earth, a perfect and up-
right man, one that feared
God. and eschewed evil" (Job
1:8).

From his birth to his bap-
tism in the Jordan, he was
faultless. But in the words of
Satan concerning Job—

"Did Jesus fear God for
nought? Had not God made a
hedge about him?"

Yes, God was his defense:
and 'in keeping His testimony
there is great reward." But, the
adversary calumniated Jesus, in
suggesting that his obedience to
God had been prompted by mer-
cenary motives. Jesus "feared"
(Heb. 5:7), not simply for what
he should get, but because of
his love for his Father's char-
acter as revealed in the divine
testimonies.

The adversary affected to dis-
believe this, and to suppose
that, if God would just leave
him in the position of any other
man, he would distrust Him;
and eat of the world's forbidden
fruit, by embracing all it would
afford him. Thus, the adversary
may be supposed to have moved
the Lord to permit him to put
the fidelity of Jesus to the test.

God, therefore, allowed the

experiment to be tried; and by
His Spirit sent him into the
wilderness for the purpose. So
the adversary went forth from
the presence of the Lord, and
came to him there.

Having arrived at the crisis
when Jesus was suffering from
the keenest hunger, the adver-
sary assumed the character of
an angel, or messenger of light
to him. Being acquainted with
"the law and the testimony," for
which he knew Jesus had a pro-
found regard, he adduced it in
support of his suggestions.

He invited him to gratify the
cravings of the flesh by helping
himself. He was God's Son; but
then his Father seemed to have
abandoned him. Why not there-
fore use the power he possessed,
whose presence in him was of
itself a proof of God's approval
of its exercise, and, "Command
that the stones be made bread"?

But Jesus disregarded the
reasoning; and set it aside by—

"IT IS W R I T T E N , Man
shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of
God" (Deut. 8:3).

Failing in this, the scene of
the temptation was then re-
moved to "the pinnacle of the
temple"; and, as Jesus fortified
himself by the Word, the adver-
sary determined to be even
with him; and in appealing to
the pride of life, so strong in the
n a t u r e laid upon him, to
strengthen himself with the tes-
timony likewise—

"If thou be the Son of God
(as thou proudly assumeth to
be), cast thyself down: for it
is written,

"He shall give his angels
charge concerning thee: and
they shall bear thee up in
their hands, lest at any time
thou dash thy foot against
a stone" (Psa 91:11-12).
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But Jesus met him with—
"Again it is written, Thou

shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God" (Deut 6:16).

Lastly, the scene was shifted
to a lofty mountain. From this
position, by the power granted
him, he showed Jesus "all the
kingdoms of the world" visible
from that elevation "and the
glory of them."

He knew that Jesus was des-
tined to possess them all; but
that he was also to obtain them
through suffering. Jesus knew
this, too. Now, as the flesh dis-
likes suffering, the tempter pro-
posed to gratify the desire of
his eyes by giving him all he
saw, on the easy condition of
doing homage to him as the god
of the world. Said he—

"All this power will I give
thee, and the glory of them;
that is delivered to me, and
to whomsoever I will, I give
it.

"If thou therefore wilt wor-
ship me, all shall be thine"
(Luke 4:6-7).

But Jesus resisted the en-
ticement; and said—

"Get thee hence, adversary:
for it is written,

"Thou shalt w ο r s h i ρ the
Lord thy God, and Him only
shalt thou serve."

Having ended all the temp-
tation he departed from him for
a season. And Jesus returned in
the power of the Spirit into
Galilee.

* * *
IN this manner, then, was he

put to the proof in all things
according to the likeness of his
nature to ours, but w i t h o u t
transgression. He believed not
this angel of light (Gal. 1:8) and
power, and would have none of
his favors. He preferred the
grace of God with suffering, to
the gratification of his flesh with
all the pomp and pageantry of
this vain and transitory world.

Its "glory" is indeed delivered
to the adversary of God, of His
people, and of His truth: and to
whomsoever he wills he gives
it. The knowledge of this truth
ought to deter every righteous
man from seeking after it; or
even accepting it, when offered
upon conditions derogatory to
the truth of God.

And, if those who possess it,
such as kings, priests, nobles,
etc., were what they pretend
to be, they would follow Jesus'
and Paul's examples, and re-
nounce them all. Christianity
in high places is Christ falling
down before the adversary,
and doing homage to him for
the honor, riches, and power
of the world. What fellowship
hath Christ with Belial? Cer-
tainly NONE!

If the principle upon which
the temptation of the Lord Jesus
was permitted be understood,
then the necessity of putting the
first Adam to p r o o f will be
readily perceived. Would he re-
tain his integrity, if placed in a
situation of trial? Or, would he
disbelieve God and die?

The Lord God well knew what
the result ivould be, and had
made all necessary provision for
the altered circumstances which
He foresaw would arise.

His knowledge, however, of
what would be, did not necessi-
tate it. He had placed all things
in a provisional state. If the
man maintained his integrity,
there was the Tree of Lives as
the germ of a superior order of
things; but, if he transgressed,
then the natural and animal sys-
tem would continue unchanged;
and the spiritualization of the
earth and its population be de-
ferred to a future period.

God's knowledge of what a
man's character will be, does
not cause Him to exempt him
from trial. He r e w a r d s and
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punishes none u p o n foregone
conclusions. He does not say to
this man—

"I know you are certain to
turn out a reprobate, there-
fore I will punish you for what
you would do."

Nor does He say to another—
"I know thee that thou

wouldst do well all the days
of thy life: therefore, I will
promote thee to glory and
honor, without subjecting thee
to the tribulation of the
world."

His principle is to recom-
pense men according to what
they have done, not for what
they would do. Thus he dealt
with the Two Adams; and with
Israel: to whom Moses says—

"The Lord thy God led thee

these forty years in the wil-
derness to humble thee, and
to prove thee, to know what
was in thy heart, whether thou
wouldest keep His command-
ments, or no" (Deut. 8:2).

And thus also the L o r d
Jesus treated Judas. He knew
he was a thief, and would be-
tray him; yet he trusted him
with the bag, and made no dif-
ference between him and the
rest, until his character was re-
vealed.

The Lord knew what was in
the heart of Israel, and whether
they would obey Him; but He
subjected them to such a trial
as would cause them to reveal
themselves in their true charac-
ter, and thereby justify Him in
His conduct towards them.

My Days and My Ways
By BROTHER ROBERT ROBERTS

/ have frequently been asked to write an account of my life. My
life has seemed so common as to be devoid of interest; and I have a
feeling that all human life, as it now is, is so intrinsically weak and
imperfect as to fail in affording the requisite enthusiasm for literary
effort

Men as they are, and not as they appear in the atmosphere of
narrative, are best described in the sober and literal words of the
Scriptures which tell us that rich men are a lie, and poor men
vanity, and all the glory of man as the flower of the field (Psa. 62:9;
1 Pet 1:24). While they live they are full of shortcoming and
trouble — α fragile organization of corruption in the best state, and
in a generation, disappear one and all in native dust.

Strongly sharing this feeling, I have hitherto refrained from the
least record of a biographical character. If I make a beginning now,
it is because I yield to the wishes of those whom I love, from whom

I will pass away in due course of time.

I WAS born in the city of
Aberdeen, Scotland, on April 8,
1839. There is no affectation in
my use of Jeremiah's words—

"Wherefore came I forth
out of the womb to see labor
and sorrow, that my days
should be consumed with
shame?" (20:18).

"Woe is me, my mother,

that hast made me a man of
strife and contention to the
whole earth" (15:10).

But there are many allevia-
tions that make it easy for me
to say—

4'The will of the Lord be done."

MY father was a seaman, and
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for some years later in life, cap-
tain of a small coasting vessel.
He was a quiet, kindly, truthful
man, without much force of
character. He was much away
from home, and we were all left
much to the care of our mother,
who made up for his defect of
mental energy.

There were six boys of us,
and one girl, the eldest—all of
whom grew up to manhood and
womanhood. There had been
four others who died in infancy.

My mother was a superior
woman of an energetic and
strongly religious turn of mind.
There was a mystery about her
antecedents. We had no rela-
tions on her side of the house.
My mother was educated in
London, where she remained
till her father's death, when she
was sent back to her friends to
Aberdeen, and there maintained
herself as a school teacher till
her marriage with my father.

My f a t h e r's circumstances
were very lowly, and my
mother had many difficulties to
cope with in the rearing of a
large family. She successfully
surmounted them all in a meas-
ure. She gave us all a moderate
education, and brought us up in
strict separation from loose and
frivolous neighbors. Home was,
however, rather a place of
wholesome discipline than of
love's comfort, t h o u g h my
mother was not wanting on that
side when other things were
right. Looking back, I can now
realize her difficulties and her
worth as I could not at the
time.

We all received a religious
bias, which was of value to us
afterwards, though I had a
rough time of it at the begin-
ning in consequence of having
soon to run counter to my
mother's views, which were or-
thodox, and which she herself
finally gave up.

At ten years of age, I was
taken by my mother along with

my brothers to hear ι Di
Thomas in a chapel opposite the
Baptist chapel in John Street
which my mother then attend
ed. The usual preacher in that
place was a Mr. Hart, an eccen-
tric sort of man who had once
been a soldier, and who made a
trade of "christenings" at 2/6
(50c) a head — anybody wel-
come.

On this occasion he did not
appear in any way. The pulpit
was occupied by two men—one
an Aberdeen tradesman and the
other the Dr. Thomas we had
come to hear. Dr. Thomas was
a quiet, stern, firm, neatly-made
gentleman with jet black beard.
His companion in the pulpit
gave out the hymns and offered
the prayer.

Dr. Thomas delivered the ad-
dress. I discovered from the
remarks afterwards made as the
congregation w e r e dispersing
that the address was regarded
as something extraordinary, and
that it was on baptism. The ad-
dress had not struck me at all.
I was too young to receive any
impression. I had in fact wear-
ied and slept under it, and was
glad when it was over.

The one thing that interested
me and my brothers was the
speaker's beard, which was a
novelty in those days. As we
went home together arm in arm,
we vowed we should never
shave. I had much occasion
afterwards to know whom this
Dr. Thomas was.

* * *
ABOUT a year after this in-

cident, I left school. I was then
eleven years of age. My first
experience in responsible life
was in filling my brother's place
while he was either unwell or
sent somewhere else by his em-
ployers. He was clerk or keeper
of a "rope /cellar" in connection
with a rope factory in the neigh-
borhood of the ship-building
yards of the harbor (for Aber-
deen is a seaport).
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My business was to keep a
record on a slate of every article
supplied to callers. It seemed
very interesting work, as all
work does to all boys, till they
get enough of it and more and
get to know what life as it now
is really means — a struggle, a
scramble, a merciless competi-
tion for mere liberty to exist: a
state of things due to the larger
and earlier circumstances that
God hid His face from the hu-
man race for a season, because
of sin, and left them to look
after themselves — which they
are not fit to do.

The work in the rope cellar
did not last long, as my brother
returned to his place. I had a
strong desire to become a "cabi-
n?t maker," as joiners are called
in Scotland. I got my mother to
go round the shops with me, but
they would have none of me:
they thought I was not strong
enough for such work. In this
they were mistaken; but it was
as well. Had they thought other-
wise, it is certain my course of
life would have been entirely
different.

My mo'tner tnen spoke to an
uncle of mine, who got me into
a small grocer's shop. I had not
been long there when it became
apparent that it was a drinking
place as well as a grocer's shop,
and my mother would not let
me stay a moment after this
discovery.

She then spoke to the leading
printer of that town, who was a
member of the Baptist congre-
gation to which she at that time
belonged. This gentleman was a
lithographer as well as a letter
press printer, and he gave me a
place in the lithographic depart-
ment under his son Ebenezer.
Here I had lessons in drawing
and stone work, and was making
satisfactory progress when, at
the end of three months, my
mother thought I was getting
hurt in the chest through stoop-
ing over the stones, and she

obtained my removal to the let-
terpress department, where for
m:re than twelve months I was
engaged both at the press and
case.

I icannot now remember the
cause of my leaving Mr. Corn-
wall's, but leave it I did when I
was about 13 or over, and found
myself a m ο η g the "unem-
ployed." About this time my
brothers went to sea, and I felt
a strong inclination to follow
their example. That I did not do
so was due to a strong sense
that came over me one day as
I was walking among the ships
in the harbor, that if I went to
ssa I would be cut off from all
opportunities of improvement,
and would probably grow up a
barbarian.

This feeling was due to en-
couragement I received in su-
perior directions from my sister,
and to the interest I had begun
to take in religion. My interest
in religion dated from the hear-
ing of a certain sermon to which
I was taken by my mother. The
preacher was a fervent minister
from the Highlands, whose in-
tense, stimulating oratory found
a ready response in the state of
mind to which I had been
brought by recent misbehavior.

This misbehavior consisted in
staying away from night school
which I attended after I had
begun to go to work; and in
sOending the time on the streets
with a companion who regaled
myself and my brother with all
sorts of crazy delights from the
shot) windows, to the ruin of
health.

This had gone on for some
weeks, during which I was the
unworthy r e c i p i e n t of my
mother's pity at my deranged
physical state. Being found out,
we were summoned before the
schoolmaster by the boy's fa-
ther, and subjected to an exam-
ination which made our teeth
chatter with apprehension at the
prospect opened out by their
combined threats. Berean 9



The result of the examination
was that we were to be handed
over to our parents for punish-
ment. Though this was not so
bad as we had feared, previous
experience made it sufficiently
alarming; but the cloud blew
over. My mother gave me an
awful lecture, the whole force
of which was taken away by the
concluding declaration that she
would not punish me herself
but leave me to the punishment
of my own conscience—a pun-
ishment which at that time did
not trouble me much.

Although the terrors of con-
science were not very powerful
at that early age, I was miser-
able enough, notwithstanding;
and when my mother took me to
hear the excitable preacher, I
was fairly overcome by his
glowing representations of the
Divine mercy for miserable sin-
ners. I was it tears during his
entire discourse, and went home
in a state of mind that lasted
some time.

My mother considered me
"converted," and her religious
acquaintances rejoiced with her

in the change, and encouraged
me in the new views of my
state. I tried to respond to
their ideas as earnestly as pos-
sible, and became as absorbingly
religious as was possible with
me.

I conformed to the recognized
ideal of religiousness according
to the standard in vogue among
the Calvinistic Baptists of Scot-
land. I had six months of tor-
mented "experience," with oc-
casional gleams of satisfaction
—as to which I adopted the
view that God and the Devil
were thus struggling for mas-
tery in my "soul."

I found great comfort in the
reading of the sensational reli-
gious tracts which inculcated
this view, and was especially
solaced and e n c o u r a g e d by
James Angell James' "Young
Man's Anxious Enquirer."

In the reading of the Bible I
found very little satisfaction,
and that only in a very feio
selected parts.

TO BE CONTINUED NEXT
MONTH, IF THE LORD WILL

-OQO-

Faith That Works by Love
"For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory,
but not before God . . Abraham believed God (had faith), and it ivas
accounted unto him, for righteousness (justification)"—Rom. 4:2-3
"Was not Abraham our father justified by ivorks, when he had

offered Isaac his son upon the altar?>f—James 2:21

THESE two passages of Scrip-
ture, claimed by some to be
contradictory, have been the
subject of considerable contro-
versy. Skeptics have declared
the teaching of Paul and James
on the subject of faith and
works to be opposed to each
other; therefore, say they, they
could not be divine inspiration.

Modern expositors of the
Scriptures, who are not far re-
moved from skepticism, try to

explain what appears to them
certain inconsistencies in the
teaching of Paul and James by
suggesting that they disagreed
on the subject and that James
is offering a refutation of Paul's
teaching on the subject of jus-
tification.

All of which is just so much
of the old man's foolishness,
based upon the assumption that
Bible writers merely expressed

1965 Berean 10



their own private opinions;
thus denying the basic scrip-
tural truth that—

"Holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the
Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21).

It is a sad thing that there are
many who, in searching the
Scriptures, take their own flesh-
ly ignorance as a guage of what
is and is not consistent, instead
oj recognizing their ignorance
and coming to the Word of God
to LEARN.

It is made clear by a close
examination of the teaching of
all the inspired epistles that
Paul and James are speaking
on two aspects of justification—
two aspects of one truth. They
show that the divine require-
ment for salvation is a properly
balanced combination of faith
and works. Faith that LEADS
to works; works that MANI-
FEST and perfect faith. This is
made clear in James 2:22—

"Seest thou how faith
W R O U G H T W I T H HIS
WORKS, and by works was
faith made perfect."

In fact, the Apostle Paul
sets forth exactly the same
thought in Eph. 2:8-10—

"By grace are ye saved
through faith . . NOT OF
WORKS, lest any man should
boast.

"For we are His workman-
ship, created in Chris t Jesus
untf. GOOD WORKS, which
God >ath before ordained
that we should walk in
them."

This handiwork of God is
sinful men and women made
perfect through faith wrought
"with works which Grod hath
ordainod "

Because of failure to com-
prehend this great truth of sal-

vation by a combination of
faith and works, certain reli-
gious leaders have taught the
easy, flesh-pleasing doctrine of
salvation by faith only, and
some denominations today have
this teaching as the central
feature of their creed, a re-
action against the other ex-
treme of the Catholic Church
which presumptuously teaches
that men can do more works
than are needed to earn salva-
tion, which credit of works can
be transferred to others.

Others have over-emphasized
works as the sole basis for sal-
vation to the exclusion of faith.

It is a great truth that few
realize that without true scrip-
tural Faith, works are of no
value at all. God first purifies
the heart by Faith, that the
ivorks which He hath ordained
may go on and build for us a
character well-pleasing to God
that ALL the glory shall be, not
to man, but to God.

Paul in Rom. 4, is speaking
of that which justifies man be-
fore God, that is, faith alone,
wholly apart from works.

James speaks of that which
gives proof of and perfects
faith, the outward expression
of the faith which has purified
the heart; for, without these
works, faith dies and becomes
of no value—an empty, fruitless
theory.

Paul is speaking of the faith
which justifies the sinner and
makes him a saint.

James shows how the justi-
fied saint is made perfect by
works of righteousness wrought
with his faith. " W r o u g h t "
means "to work something into
shape," so that the combination
of faith and works molds into
the divine pattern the per-
fected man in Christ Jesus.

—O.B.
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The Glory of the Latter House
Ί will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall

come: and I will fill this house with glory, saith
the Lord of hosts"—Haggai 2:7

A P P R O X I M A T E L Y
2500 years have passed since
this declaration was made by
Haggai to the returning exiles
of the Babylonian captivity. The
utterances of this prophet and
those of Zechariah have an ap-
plication to us as we stand at
the end of Gentile times. Peter
says (2 Pet. 3:8)—

"One day is with the Lord
as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day"

In this connection we are
asked by Hosea (6:1-2) to con-
template the love and mercy of
God in respect to His people—

"Come, and let us return
unto the Lord: for He hath
torn, and He will heal us; He
hath smitten, and He will
bind us up.

"After two days will He re-
vive us: in the third day He
will raise us up, and we shall
live in his sight"

We see the Jews now re-
turning to their own land, after
a period of 2500 years (2%
days), a harbinger of the ful-
fillment of the words of God
through all the prophets.

At such a time we may ex-
pect a great shaking of the na-
tions of the world, and the final
filling of God's House with glory.

The prophets Haggai and Ze-
chariah spoke to the Jews at the
end of the 70 year captivity.
The captivity began in the year
606 BC, at which time Daniel
appears to have been taken to
Babylon. 70 years from this date
brings us to 536 BC, the year
in which Cyrus made his famous
declaration for the Jews to re-
turn to their own land and
build again the Temple of the
Lord.

Zerubbabel, with about 42,000
exiles, came home and laid the
foundation of the Temple and
built the altar. The work which
started with much joy and hap-
piness, was soon hindered by
the opposition of the Samari-
tans in the north of the land,
and through their jealousy they
obtained a royal decree to stop
the activity.

Jerusalem had been destroyed
586 BC, which event marked the
final carrying away to Babylon
of the remaining Jews. 70 years
from this time two prophets
raised their voices, at God's
command, to stir up the exiles
to the completion of the Tem-
ple, begun at the decree of
Cyrus. The work lay idle for
15 years during the reign of
Cambyses, the Ahasuerus or Ar-
taxerxes of Ezra 4:6-7. In Ezra
5:1-2 we are told—

"Then the prophets Haggai
and Zechariah prophesied un-
to the Jews that were in Ju-
dah and Jerusalem in the
name of the God of Israel.

"Then rose up Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, and Jes-
hua the son of Jozadak, and
began to build the house of
God which is at Jerusalem:
and with them were the
p r o p h e t s of God helping
them."

During these 15 years of
delay the people had grown in-
different toward the work of
God. They had turned to their
own pursuits while the service
of God lay desolate. Their first
flush of enthusiasm had waned
and given place to seeking their
own advantage.

This becomes a warning to us
as the antitype of these events
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are upon us. As trials and op-
positions to the Truth increase
there may be a tendency to feel
that the work of God can wait
on a more convenient time,
when the things of the present
moment are not so pressing.
What happened to these natural
Jews can easily happen in our
lives. It is for this very purpose
that the record is preserved for
us—it is a merciful provision
by God.

God will prosper the work
done for His glory and honor.
Therefore we must place His
work before all else in our lives.
God will at last bring all else
to naught that is done for any
other cause.

* Φ :•:

GOD is not and was not in-
terested in temples as such.
His only interest lay in the op-
portunity which their construc-
tion and their service provided
in the lives of His people. In all
these things there was scope
for the manifestation of zeal
and interest in the things of the
Lord. So in the antitype we may
find the counterpart as each oc-
casion of our daily activities
opens up for service to Him.

The Mosaic Tabernacle, un-
dertaken in construction with
such generosity and free-will
service, has disappeared from
the scene. Solomon's temple,
Zerubbabel's and Herod's have
each been replaced, and Roman
and Turkish abominations have
desecrated Mount Moriah, the
ancient scene of God's presence
among His people.

Is not the lesson very clear
for each of us? When any edi-
fice, when any individual, ceases
to be of service to God, it will
be cast away. Herein however
there is a continued illustration
of Divine mercy, that the evil
day is delayed.

"This house, which I have
hallowed for My Name, will
I cast out of My sight; and
Israel shall be a proverb and

a byword among all people
. . . because they forsook the
Lord their God" (1 Kgs. 9:7).

Let us recognize that God
is behind all that happens in
the lives of His people. The
working out of the pattern is
intended to draw us in faith to
God. But if we are absorbed in
the background of daily events
and are not exercised in love
toward God, we shall, like the
temples of old, be removed as
so much outworn scaffolding.
Paul impresses this thought
very emphatically in writing to
the Corinthians. He leaves no
doubt that the real Temple of
God consists of individuals—

"Know ye not that ye are
the Temple of God, and that
the Spirit of God dwelleth in
you? If any man defile the
Temple of God, him will God
destroy; for the Temple of
God is holy, which Temple
ye are" (1 Cor. 3:16-17).

He clearly sets before us
the seriousness of our position
before God. Do we realize that
God is so very close to us?
After the type of the Temple
of Solomon, God's Spirit is
shown to be closely associated
with His people (1 Cor. 6:19)—

"Know ye not that your
body is the Temple of the
Holy Spirit, which is in you,
which we have of God, and
ye are not your own?

"Ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God
in your body."

Paul once more carries this
illustration to the believers and
to us when he is impressing the
necessity of separation from the
world—

"Be ye not unequally yoked
together w i t h unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unright-
eousness? and what commun-
ion hath light with darkness?

"What agreement hath the
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